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s Terreſtrial Globe, 
1 cannot but thinb it 


W 


Pages, particularly to thoſe who may be be = | 
ranked under theſe fou Ca £4 4 


Friends 2 Faſhion, in latter that 
concern | eligion--—The Men of 


720 fs, who are for purſuin 7g the 


at all adventures, and "think every | 
ur l off that is not this way em mployed? 
3  _— 


* j "fo the RA E. 5 
ge, who may be apt to think 


Learning neceſſary even to the mana- 
ging this plain Piece and the Ban- 1 
Ferers of that which is ſerious. - 
tbeſe a word, with all the Brevity. pof- 
ble, when Z Have Ger ved, 


The Voice of the Great Gonerner of 
be World,” in bis Word to us, is to 
improve his Providence; and the Mor- 
zality of our Fellow- Creatures is an 
awful Sgnature of it; hereby. we are 
BL ro in this Language : 2 


"How wanfat' js the Life 7 Man! 
The Prrongeft, moſt Vi igorous, moſt Beau 
Ziful, that appear. upon the publick 
Stage of this World, ſoon are ſeized 
pon by Sickneſs and Death, bid an 
adieu to every thing here below, and 
enter an eternal State. They who are 
Hane, had their 2 2 built f 

1 


Jo the REKA ER. : i 
ebe W Mould with ours ; * and ſhall 
not our Dust return to its Duſt in a 
little time, as well as' theirs ? May not 
the Conqueror, Death, ſoon be foe 70 
Jummon' us away! ? And are we ready 
for the: awful Change? And when 
hoſe eminent for Reli ig ion are removed 
hence, the Call to us is, Take notice of 
the Path they perſevered in, confider 
The End of their Faith and GConverſa- 
tion, and follow them in the W, ay 10 | 
| Heaven. But in our Day is it not 
200 vifible, that even the Righteous paſs 


out of Time into Eternity, and very 


few of the Living lay it to their Hearts, : 
%o as t0 make a ſuitable Improvement 
of it ? Many may ſorrow for them, 
becauſe they have hft their Friend; 
| but to learn by the moving Scene how” 
zo live better, is not certainly enough 
regarded. What ſhining Chriſtians 

ee ole might 
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To the Ke 
99 675 = * Sor, id ras Car 


"The Cum if * me . Ka 
e as to departed Saints. Au 
eee 
ny ſpeaking of one removed from our 
Warld. Bat ſhall we take-our Rules 

fuch Affairs from Faſhion? Reaſon 
| and Scripture are a Direfory for 
| Man, and Faſpion only to be complied 
with, as it is confiſtent with them. In- 
deed Hlattery i is odious, and baranguing | 
upon Virtues all imaginary, is horrid 
 Baſeneſs. But may not Truth,. which 
has a Tendency to r cbeir 
2 n _ be ten 


8 eeialhy fore of theſe C. 


. ai, awho have their Views confined 


to Earib, and are hot in the Purſuit 
7 the Riches of it, may ** to Men 
in 


the Rik af ni . 
gag ing in the Mori be- 


is e 
"= us. But may not ſuch redeem a 
leiſure Hour for enjoying their Friends, 


or for Boks, or for Study, if they 
2 proper, without being charged 
with a MWeglect of their — Aﬀpairs, 
if nothing. of this kind appears? The 
Day-Labourer has che Evening to him- | 
Jlf erent egy 0 the Tradeſman im- 
any pious Dejign 2 Dee — 
9 "oy Calling is highly becoming, 
Here W and n are clo loſe ly 
bis ſecular Aﬀairs and. yer — 
K 
poßriom— nat leaving be Wark till -e. 
_ morrow, which ſhould be done Z0-day--- 
ih Hurry would be ſeen in the World, 
Bufinefs nm 1 ä Pleaſure, 
0 and 
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"Bob We Kü 29s R. 
and more Time might be redeemed for 


= other n. P ur poſes. | 


8 ome b enquire aſter the Learn- 
ing of the Author, and be apt to be 
offended if this is wanting. Here 
profeſs no more, than to have Reaſon 


and Scripture to guide me, and a 


Throne of Grace to apply to; and to 
treat of a Chriſtian, and of ſome _ | 
ture Texts and Duties in a reaſonin 


. 2 is "ge one to this Charatter . 


Here I would not he underſtood to 


mean, that I have not taken the Ad- 


vantage of a few agreeable Words and 
Expreſſions others; but then I 
have not free (as I remember) 


with a Line from any one's Writings, 
but where I have mentioned; neither 
have T built upon the Sentiments of any 
* bowever highly I may approve = 

of 


„%%% «„ 


10 = Rn ADE K. : 'vy ; ; 
of hem: ; but have en to make 
Reaſon enlightened by Revelation my 


Guide, with an Eye to the Great Fa- 
tber of our Spirits for Aſſiſtance. And 


ſuffer me to Jay, if I thought I intru- 


ded into the. Province of any Man of 


Learning--- of any Miniſter of Ixuvs 
---by this Publication, the Work ſhould 


have ſunk in Oblivion. 


1 ent not paſs by within e 
ledging, and with a grateful Senſe of 
the Favour) that my Friends (one of 
the Eftabliſhment, and another of a 
different Perſuaſion, who are employ- 
ed in the Church of Chriſt) have peru 


fed my Papers, ; by whoſe means my 


Thoughts, in ſeveral reſpects, have been 


improved, the Work is much freer 


from Faults than it would otherwiſe 


have been, and has received great Ad- 
vantage. ut however (Faults or no 


Fault i 


viji To the RZADP EA. 

Faults) if ſome caſt ibeir Eye upon it 
who love Sneer and Banter, every Page 
of the Book may furniſh out ' ſomiething 
for Raillery; eſpecially the Devotion of 
the Cloſet. Here is Enthufiaſm--- 8. 
diftrafted Brain--- what not? An 


thoſe Parts which ſpeak again} taking 
God's Wame i in vain; Untruth in de- 


nying one's ſelf to Compamy; a Light- 
neſs of Temper on the Sabbath-day, and 
the like: theſe are pretty &. bjects for 
Burleſque and Ridicule. But is ehis 
Wit? Is this acting up to the Chara- 
Fer of a Man cnn with Reaſon? 
Seneca july ſays, © The Man that is 
« deftitute of Religion, inſtead of 
« being a learned Philoſopher, is not. 
„ ſo much as to be eſteemed a rea- 
c ſonable Man.“ To reject that which 
Concerns our roofing Drtereft, and. 
zo make a Banter of almoſt every thing 
| JO? 3 ere is "ay Reafe n, O-Marn, 
who 


who canſt thus aff? What avails. all 
thy baſe Charges of Folly upon the frous 
Saint ? Look to his Conduct and Walk, 


look to thy own; and let this teſti iſ, 
who 44 wich the greatef Reaſon. © | 


4 cannot belp obſerving, that a Work 


of this Kind, not only may, but muſt, 
according to the Views this World fur- 


"_ 15 with, meet with — 
5 oh" INS 


An Hre 1 not Aide Bar are open EZ 
namies 10 Religion? Others, that are 


fecret Friends to Vice? And what i is 
7 be 11e from rhoſe? a es 


Are there 2 40% oſs 0 abs Tn 8 


they have ſome Liking to Religion, and 
fee no ſubſtantial Reaſon againſt a 
Fork of this Sort; yet want Courage 
70 ſpeal a word in its Favour, becauſe 


others ſpeak againſt it. And it is well 


* To the Rzxavun 


; even ſome of theſe are nor prejudiced. 
Zo ſpeak againſt it too. And are 
there none f thoſe who are real Chriſti- 
ans, which may have, what they think, 
good Reaſons againſt this Work? Is 
this the Caſe? And is it poſſible to ima- 
gine, that theſe Sheets ſhall not be ups | 
hen againſt? 


To I then can one reaſonably caſt = 
an Eye, to give them a favourable Re- ; 
ception? To thoſe eſpecially, and their 
Patronage 1 humbly ask, wha can ap- 
prove of them, as they apprehend they 
have a Tendency to advance real vital 
Religion in the Heart and Life, and 

can Pas by leſſer Matters. 


And it would be well, if thoſe. An 
are quick to throw Contempt, would be 
at the pains to look into their own Con- 
duct, and compare. it with the Word 

= 
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of Truth, : and "ſee whether they do no- 
thing that deſerves _ more than 


bis. 


N ow may I recommend the following 
Thoughts, particularly to a riſing Gene- 
ration; not to be paſſed over like a Sto- 
ry, but to have ſome of their ſerious Re- 
views in their Chambers of Retirement. 
And how proper are the many Texts of 
Scripture tranſcribed, and thoſe Parts 
relating to the Sacrament ---- to the 
Diary of her departed --- to Mortality. 
to the celeſtial State, and the like. 


And may thy I. nfluences, O Thou a 
moſt High, who art the God of all 
Grace, attend the following } Work, as 


Far as it is agreeable zo thy 77 ill; that 


hereby many — be Juickoned, efta- 
e 


* By examining this Part of the Work, I find two 
or three Words altered 2 more than menticncd in Page 
112. 
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Perfection, and ſbine bright in Glory, 
through the Merits of * Great Re- 


5 deemer. Amen. 


1 pail hh ae FUL I 


| thought Silence proper with reſpeci to 


2my Name, and have managed the fol- 
lowing Pages accordingly; but a Gen- 


tlemam intimating to me his Diſlike of 
ſending forth a Charatter into the 
World, and not letting Mankind hnow 
from what Quarter it came, obliges 
me, that I may filence Objeftions of this 
”e 70 Vel 
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, : FH E Happinef of Man i in el 16 bare 
be fell the Evil of Sin, and the Ad- 


1 vantage of Religion, | Page 1 
The Fitngſ ali 6 Hex gte. e 
Saints, 3 


Improvement ſhould be afired after, i in taking 


2 View of the Charatter of the Deceaſed, 4 
The Purity of her L. Language 4 e roy 


»Prophaneneſs, 


4 Paragraph 4 26 7. H dea on this 05 


Her Sweetneſs of 7 ber, ond the aue 
- of Love, 16 


The Change Death ads ond the Ghry and 


2 Happineſs of the pious Dead. 19 
Her Value for God's Word, leb 


ture W by her, 20 
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py ow 1210 3 Wap arp of 
. al. our Race, when WE y firſt came 
5 A Ef | reator's Hand! 
EN HA Honnef adorn d theni, What 
Rectitde de in Man ! What divine Diſcoveries 
made to hi m ! What Works aroun and him for 
_ ddightfut Contemplation !' Every oy Oe with- 
in the verdant Walls of Paradiſe was ſuited to 
give Pleaſure;*: Whence is it then that we 
His Offspring are born to T fouble ? encircled 
with Diſcaſes?. and become a Prey to Death? 


The Enemy; Sin, has made the untappy Al- 


teration, M fell — and now Corruption 
ſpreads over huinan' Nature,” and Trouble ig 


i 8 68 


+ As to Original Sin; ſuffer me to oblerve, it VE 
ifinga' wiſe an prudent Part, for thoſe who have read 
Mr. Taylors Bòôok othat Subject, and have their Senti- 
ments on the Side he has advanced (if they have not al- 
* done it) to read e to ĩt; * to do — 

with 


jt Garbi LK 


40 long for a Deliverance, labour cher a 

' Freedom from Sin, and purſue a State of Ho- 
Py line and Happineſs? Such a State there is ,F * 
- even one ſuperior to that of the earthly Para- 

diſe, when Man beautified with Innocence 
| | inhabited it. Heaven is. this State, purchaſed 
by Jesvs; and Chriſtianity leads to the En- 
30 oyment—Chriſtianity did I ay? Here pauſe. 
Hoy noble is this Life, that the Goſpel of 
the bleſſed Ixsus ſets toView,; which includes 
in it Faith and. Repentance, Love and Holi- 
neſs; Dependance on Chriſt, and deli ghtful 
| | Communion with our God and Saviour? I 


Truly beautiful does the Creature appear, 
who has a 18 Faith, Which Influences to 


"4 ” th * % 4 
* 5 
„ * 4.7 


with paper t to \the 8 of - Spies 6 to 5 de Truth 
and then let them judge Which is moſt agreeable to 
l _ Scripture Light, and to the Experience of Mankind. 
W. | But then let us take Scripture-Text (endeavouring to keep 
| | to the Context) i in ſuch a Light as our common Under- 
ſtanding can conceive of, wi out a different Meaning by. 
Farned Criticiſm! For, as one juſtly obſerves, the Scrip- 
ture Was written for the Uſe of the abel, as much 


as for the Learn | 

Whether an Authar writes warmly : or not, is not the 
bon; ; but whether his Arguments anſwer to the 
Word of Truth, taking the n that Senſe = 
is mob plain and obvious, 


Fohn NIV. 2. In my Father K. K 7 ( Chriſt ſpeak, P 
1 eaven 57 his Diſcip! cs) are 5 A 8 2 
were nat for. 7 would bows told you, = * 


8 "I , 3 ua 970 7 | aan ** 
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as theſe may be anſwered, I ſhall impartially 


of Elernal Advantage. A 3 1 
the Practice of undiſguiſed Piety and: ſtrit ; 
Virtue. Theſe are the Excellent of the Earth, - 


Ornaments to their Families; to the City, 


and Nation in which they dwell : for the 


nearer we come up to the Divine Require- | 
ments, the more we reſemble Man in Para- 


diſe, "when ſurrounded with Innocency and 
Pleaſure; even we are more meet for the In- 
heritance of the Saints in Light; which is in- 
corruptible, and therefore everlaſting. And is 
it Time ill ſpent, to indulge a Thought at 


proper Seaſons on thoſe who have walked in 


Wiſdom's Ways, gained a compleat Victory 
oyer their ſpiritual Enemies, and are crown= 
ed with a Diadem of Glory in the upper 
World, through the Captain of their Salva- 


tion? By ſuch Views we have additional Di-. 


coveries of the Excellency of the Chriſtian 
Religion, in that it has a beautiful Efficacy 


N upon their Hearts and Lives, who embrace it 


in Truth. And alſo ſuch a Scene is ſuited to 
rouſe us from a lethargic Diſpoſition 1 in our 


| Maſter's Service, and to animate us to a holy 


Emulation of thoſe who are gone before us 
to inherit the Promiſes. And that ſuch Ends 


offer ſome] Hi ints of a e Chriſtian. 
. B 2 5 1 i i | For : 


4 Experiments al Chriftiariity 
For me to ſpeak her Praiſe without a De- 
ſign to advance the Intereſt of Ixsus, 1 0 


turn to a very poor Account with reſpect to 
myſelf; and for others to hear of it, — 


ſome way or other being better d hereby, will 


be of little avail as to them. Therefore: let 
Improvement be aſpired after, that we may 
honour our God while continued in theſe 
Tabernacles of Clay; and when the Time of 
our Departure is at hand, may look: with 

Pleaſure into the celeſtial World, and have a 


joyful Entrance into the Manſions of Bliſs, 


prepared hy Jxsus for his Seryants. 
As to Her departed from this tranſient State, 


XE was acquainted with her before ſhe was ark E 


teen Years of Age. Tho' theſe were Days of 
Vanity in ſome reſpects with her, as well tas 
others; yet, by what I can remember, ſhe 
ſeemed, even then, rather of a ſerious Turn 
of Mind than otherwiſe; and in her gayeſt 
Minutes J heard no Expreſſion proceed from 
her Lips, that diſcovered any Lightneſs of 
90 towards Religion, "nd the Vice of 
* min 


* 1 ſhall keep, to the Acquaintance I had with ler, 
daily Remarks, at other Times, more ſeldom) except.in., 5 
two Inſtances, of her Bible and Charity, which are 2 | 
1 851 Circumſtances and 3 5 8 


1 


} 
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ky: mention of the Name of the great 
in common Converſation, with a Light- 
* of Spirit, was not to be Heard from her 
Lips; the Expreſſions of O Lord, Good 
God, Lord 55 mie, and ſuch like; either 
through Surprize, Careleſmieſs, or for want of 
other Words, did not make a Part of her 
Language; I- cannot call to mind to have 
heard any Thing of this Kind come out of 


her Mouth 
And, in her latter Days, with hat a Re- 


lich has ſhe ſpoken of a regular Courſe of 


Devotion ? One Evening particularly, ſhe 
converſed of. ſpiritual and heavenly Things, 
ſeemingly with a raiſed Mind, and "aclighted 
Soul; and tho' ſhe liked Company and inno- 


cent Diverſions, and was ſometimes merry 


and gay; yet, by what I have obſerved of 


her, ſhe was moſt in her Element, when ſhe 


could converſe freely with her Friends on 
Subjects relating to the ſpiritual Life. 
In her Diary, thus honourably does the 
ſpeak of Religion, worthy of "OY * Re- 
= ligion is delightful! without it, What 
e is the Man bat an Enemy to God? My 
<« Heurt is treacherous and vile; yet I can 
< ſay, that Religion is the moſt charming 
2 * Thing it the World” 


„* 
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But I muſt not paſs over the Head rela- | 


| ting to the careleſs mentioning of the Name 


of God, without further Conſideration. 
Well would it be, if not only ſome who 


0 ye themſelves Chriſtians, but ſome too who | 


are really ſuch, were not tinctured with this 
Crime. Many there are, who have too high 
a Veneration for the ſacred Name of their 
Maker, to trifle with it; but, Are not others 


faulty in this Reſpect? Is it not criminal to 


bring the Name of the great and only Po- 
tentate, the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, into our Converſation, impertinently, 


without à ſuitable Thought attending it? 
Lamentable it is, that Creatures can make 
mention of the Name of their Lord and So- 


vereign with that Careleſsneſs and Irreverence 
as they often do. Conſider ; let me beſeech 


ſuch to conſider, ' whoſe Mans it is they ven- 
ture to make mention of in a light thought 


leſs Manner; Is it not the Name of Feho- 
wah? Is it not that Name, which implies in 
it the divine Nature, and all his infinite Per- 


Kctions? ? - 


Then -whoever. dares to trifle with thi 


Name of the moſt high God; yet let not 
thoſe mention it with Irreverence, who are 


dcfirous to advance his Honour and to do his 
2 | S Wo 5 Wil 


- 
* 


46 


* cc 


_ 


PR 


877 En Advantage. | 9 85 


Will; the leaſt Tincture of this, in 2 is 
quite unſuitable to their Character; And 
ſhould not the Servants. of God be known 
by the Pureneſs of their Converſation, as well 


as in other Inſtances? And that this Matter 


may have a ſerious Thought; I ſhall take 


leave to tranſcribe, out of a Book of the ex- 


cellent Mr. Matthew Henry, the following 
Paragraph: © Many that never curſe or ſwear; 


yet allow themſelves in the taking of God's 
Name in vain; and either know not, or 


* conſider not, the Evil of it, and the Di 
e honour done (tho' not intended) to God by 
* it, When you. uſe. theſe Forms of Speech, 

which are properly expreſſive of à pious 
Ejaculation, in a light and careleſs Man- 
“ner, and to any other Purpoſe than their 
genuine and original Signification, which 


e appears by your Way of ſpeaking not to 
be intended, but ſomething elſe; you 


M profane that which is ſacred; and alienate 


to a common Uſe. that which appears to 


have been dedicated to God, and hath Ho- 


lineſs to the Lord written on it. To fay, 
O Lord, when you mean no more but, I 
am burt; and God nous, when von 
mean no more but, I do not know; F 
ay and God bleſs me, when you mean 


B 4 no 
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no more but, I am ſurpriz J and God help 
you, "when you mean 12 more but, 1 Pity 


you; or any the! like, is certainly taking 
the Name of the Lord your | God 18 Yain, 


and to no Putpoſe, that is, to no good urp oſe 
“ Now, will you that ain irs 


in this Language, conſider a little, 


1 That it is a great Affront to the God of 


c Hewen. vou hereby make his bleſſed Name 
a bye Word; and put that slight upon it, 


which you would not bear to be put upon 


your own Names. That! is a great Exam- 


ple which the Biſhop of Sarum tells us, was 
obſerved of the honourable Mr. Boyle, that 


he never mention'd the Name of God but 


with a diſcernible Stop and Pauſei in his Diſ⸗ 


courſe, in Token of a Reverence for that 
glorious and fearfy] Name, and to leave 
room for a devout Thought. Great and 


ſerious Things ought t to be ſpoken of with 
great Seriouſneſs; and they are abuſed if 
they are proſtituted to a common Ute, 

2. *'That it is certainly a Breach of the Law 


e of the third Commandment, which is very 


expreſs,” Thou v ſhalt not take the Name of the 
Lord thy God in Vam; and it is back'd 


with a Threatning, that the Lord will not 


bold them guiltle zl that do fo; in which 
is « certain 


, 


of 4 ae. eee, 9 1 


certainly more is implied than is expreſſed. 


Tis ſu ppoſed that many ſuch will hold 
themſelves guiltleſs, and think they do no 


Harm; and others will hold them guiltleſs; 


4 but God will ſeyerely reckon with Dee 
5 he is a Jealous | God. 


That it is a great Prophanation of 


| 2 holy Ordinance of Prayer. The bet- 
ter any Thing 1 is, the worſe it is when it 


18 corrupted; there 3 is nothing better than 
the devout and ſerious Mention of the 


Name of our God as there is Occaſion, 


nothing better than pious Addreſſes to God 


vrhen the Heart goes along with them; 
but if this degenerate into. a Mockery, 
if the dead Carcaſs hereof only is retain- 
* ed, and there is no Spirit or Life in it; if 


there be not ſo much as an outward Solem- 
nity and Decorum obſerved, but the Man- 


ner of uſing thoſe good Words plainly ſhews 


and ayows it, that there is nothing pious 
and devout intended by them; it is in 
effect a Banter upon Prayer, turns it into 


Burleſque and Ridicule, and is exceeding 


offenſive to God and good Men. ——Let 
the Fear of God rule in your Hearts, and 


always maintain a holy Awe. and Reye- 


rence. of him, and then out. of the abun- 
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« dance of that, the Mouth will ſpeak of 
% him with Reverence, and and will not dare 
to ſpeak otherwiſe. þ 
Let us next turn our ts to the 
Heads of Juſtice and Truth ; which in a high 
Degree prevailed in her who has left this State 
of Temptation, and is gone to that World 
where ſpotleſs Purity adorns her. Here ſhe 
was not wholly without Stain, but now with 
her F ellow-Saints on high is made . in 
Holineſs. | 
In her latter Part of Life, I am fully per- 
ſuaded from her Words and Conduct, that 
ſhe was a Lover of Truth, and did not ap- 
prove of doing the leaſt Injuſtice to any, tho 
ſhe might have reaped Advantage hereby, and 
been ſure of the greateſt Secrecy. But I have 
to ſay, an Untruth was ſpoke by her through 
a miſtaken Judgment ; an Untruth, by what 
T have heard argued too much. in its Favour, 
that has, I am apt to think, enſnared even ſe- 
veral of the Followers of the Holy Irsus; 5 
therefore I ſhall particularly repreſent it. 
She had a certain Sum of Money to lay 
out, to which ſhe made a ſmall Addition, to 
buy what ſhe had occaſion for; and when ſhe 
was aſked the Price of what the had bought, 
ſhe replied, v0 much, which h was BY little leſs 
than 


r LYEP_ WW TY EP * 


in it, and is no Lye. D“ 
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than the full Coſt, Here ſome deceive them- 


ſelves (as ſhe did) with ſaying this is no Lye ; 
for if it coſt more than what I mentioned, is 


it not true that it coſt as much ? And ſo this 
ſandy Foundation is built on; that becauſe a 


leſs Sum is included in a greater, therefore 


this way of anſwering has ſomething of Truth , 


= 


j 


Here I would obſerve, I cannot but think 
a Lye implies in it Falſhood connected with 
a View to deceive. A telling another that 


25 which 
* Some may think the Untruth inſtanced in, a Trifle; 
not worthy of Notice; (tho" I cannot but think it a Lye.) 

But what is ſometimes the Conſequence of ſuch a Trifle? 


One Tradeſman is run down, and falſly accuſed of ſel- 


ling his: Goods too dear; becauſe the Perſon that bought 
of him, hears that his Neighbour bought cheaper at ano- 
ther Place, Goods of equal Value: that is, his Neighbour 
ſaid leſs than what the Goods coſt. And perhaps the 
Tradeſman has a hard matter to pleaſe his Cuſtomer ano- 


ther time, (if he does condeſcend to come to him again) 


and all this ariſing from this Untruth, of faying a thing 
coſt me a little leſs than it did. And is this 4 Prite 2— 
And ſuppoſe the Affair was ſound out, would not this be 
a Slur upon a Perſon's Integrity, tho' he intended no 
harm? Further; if I have a Suſpicion Perſons will de- 
ceive me, and tell me an: Untruth, tho not to my Diſ- 
advantage in their Judgment, yet I ſhould not approve 
of it; for hy ſhould not I judge for myſelf what is for 
my Advantage? I apprehend few Men like to be thus 
treated by others, however any may argue for this Liber- 
ty. I am ſure I ſhould not approve of this Treatment 
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which. is Kale that. yay hoy be deceived. 
Now the Point is, how tlie, forementioned 
way of ſpeaking is to ene Lying. Thus 
e may argue, 

I Lal a Queſtion what any thing coſts, | 
hat is ſuppeſed to be my Meaning? Is it 
Hot the exact Sum, neither a Part, or more, 
or leſs, but juſt what was given for it? If 1 
am told lefs, is my Queſtion anſwered? No; 
only ſomething told me to make me think it 
is; for the Anſwer given me is quite foreign 
to my Queſtion, and I am deceived. Fur- 
ther, where is the Truth of all this? What 
any thing coſts, ſure that is the exact dum it 
colt, neither more nor'lefs; and what has a 
tefler Sum, being included in a greater, to do 
with this? 

And may I not back niy Argument by 
Scripture? How could Ananias + and Sopphi- 
r be charged properly with lying, if this way 
of ſpeaking was agreeable to Truth? Do not 
think I make any Compariſon betwixt the 
Crime in their Caſe and ours: I ſpeak not of 
their aggravated Guilt in ly ing unto God; but 
of that which made them chargeable with a 
Lyez 8 their ſaying their Land was | 
bold 


+ Jas v. from the iſt to the roth Verſe; : 


. 


” 


Whole?” The Aggratitidce: of it in utti 
this Falſhood to Perſons inſpired by the Holy 
Ghoſty and the like? What a trifling Apolo- 


8 


of Bernal Adbamagi: © 15 
ald fors + leſs Sum tliatt it was” Did not tlie 


in mentioning 2 Part for the 


„hen charged with a Lye, would it have 
ben for them to ſay, the Land was fold Tor: 


as much as mentioned; for it was fold: for 
more: We ſpoke agreeable to Truth, for: 4 
leſs Sum is included in a greater, 


Here need I fay any thing of the Evil of 
Lying and Falſhood, on which: Head the 
Word of God is very expreſs? And is Lying 
an Evil? And is it not contained in our Bible; 
that we ſhall not dh evil, that good may come? 
Then let us watch againſt this Crime, and 
not venture upon an Untruth, tho Life may 


ſeem to lie at ſtake; but keep-in the way of 


commit ourſelves to the Care of 
Heaven, and leave Events to be diſpoſed of 


by the Great Governor of the World; who in 


an eſpecial manner is the Guardian and Fro. 


pes. of all thoſe” [who attend to His Voice, 
are obedient to his Laws, and whoſe Truſt is 
ii lis Care; Th our young Friend was en- 


ſhared, wy has been bas her Value for 
| IDLE 46 R 4 Truth 
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Truth was very viſible: for upon aſking a ; 
Relation „ Way of ſpeaking was 
wrong, and talking upon that Head, ſhe | 
was convinced that ſhe had | ſpoke 'amiſs, : 
ſeemed to have it dwelt upon her Mind, and 
intimated ſhe would not ſpeak in ſuch a 1 
Manner again. Beautiful Diſpoſition of 
Soul, to be deſirous to know the Truth, and „ 
to be found in the Practice of it. 
Let us aſpire after ſuch a Turn of Mind, 
guard every Word, and every Action; that 
Truth, Integrity, and Honour may ſhine forth 
in our Converſation and Walk. A Gentleman 
would think it an high Affront to be charged 
with a Lyez and ſhall not the Crime be dicken 
ed as well as the Charge? Some indeed of all 
Ranks do abhor the Crime, ad dare not 
a Scene of Iniquity of this Kind would. a 
ſingle Day afford, if we had only a tranſient | 
View of the Falſhood of ſome. in Buſineſs, , 
from the Cottage to the gilded Roof;- and of. : 
Ladies ordering their Seryants to deny them 
to Company, and ſay, they are not at Home, 
when they are. Monſtrous! that Truth 
ſhould be ads thus light of, when no tem- - 
for our | offending our Maker, and * a 
diſhonour- 


8 ; 
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diſhonourable Part. Then whoever dares-to 
; break through the Bounds of Truth and 
2 Juſtice, it highly becomes the Chriſtian to 
keep ſtrict Guard that every Word of his be 
true, and every. Action juſt and honour- 
able. * 
Our Character, as Men, enjoins this upon 
us; What avails Speech, if Truth ceaſeth? 
and the pure Laws of Chriſtianity demands 
this from us, which are beautiful in them 
ſelves, and enforced by the moſt POR. 
Arguments. 3 
- Here ſuffer me to aſk a Favour: 21 1 a 
Fayour ; for a Compliance herewith will like- =, 
ly turn to the Benefit of ſome, which gives. 
me Pleaſure in the very Proſpect: It is this, 
to treaſure up in the Mind one Rule, a ſhort ' 
one, but a fine Directory, particularly in 
doubtful Caſes, Whatſever ye would that Men 
ſhould do to you, do ye even fo to chem. Con- 
ſider impartially, what you could reaſonably. 
expect and deſire from your Fellow-Creatures, . 
were they in your, Circumſtances, and you. 
in theirs, and do likewiſe; change Circum-. 
ſtances, view Matters in that Tag, und | 
praiſe OR: - | 
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ole go on to another View: | 


Fler Temper muſt be eder ah Aer 35 


i not beautiful; the had a happy Free- 


dom from chndim Pecvichnel, and was 


ſeldom diſpleaſed without a juſt Cauſe. Ne- 
ver, as I can remember, did fall under my 
| notice, an Signs of tumultuous Paſſions of ; 
Anger by For in her Breaſt, or any Marks 
that diſcovered in her the leaft Dilpe 0 ition to 
rendet Evil for Evil to at one. Jer agree- 
able Circumſtances in Life, did not ſeem to 
kindle in her Breaſt any Senſe of her being 
better than others whom, ſhe beheld. ina 2 
er Station, or to make her ea y ; herſelf dix. 


ere. 


reſpectfully to the meaneſt, tte done a 


_ fine Diſpoſition t to promote Love rg 5 5 | 
ny among Friends; and an affable | blk. 


Behaviour ir in a "0 KIA ins th 
in her Walk. | 
And ſhe took | a p per Step.” to * ber 
Temper rightly” pokes "arid to diſcharge : 
her Duty to her Relations in the Sx here. . * 
Life ſhe was placed 3 in, by taking otice of 
her Failings, In this EEE. Magiier doe 


20 


the ſpeak of herſelf: * T haye been paſNonate, 
* giving Way to ill Tempers, and that a- 
< gainſt Checks of Conſcience, being faucy 


« to my Friends,” And i in another Place 
the 
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the weites, © haue chen angry, and pos 
© idly.” Ichus ganſible Was, ſhe of her Fail 
ings, and ſorry he diſcharged her Duty to 
her Friends no pare, who had made great 
 Brofigiency ap the Art of, obliging. 

_ A-wply,Cheiftian-Spicit this is ; to. ftrive to 
pleaſe and toibe-heartily Orry that pur Tem- 
Fer and Ae eee come up to the Go- 
pol af-Chriſt. Love, that genetous and NO- 
He. Paſſion, ſpould we. cndeavayr to, cultivate 
in ur Beaſts, to all around us; ſtr ive to use 
up: che Flame when apt to languich, and diſ- 
Phy by Sympathy aud a reſpectful Carriage 
the inzvyrcught- Principle. 

Whoever daręs to harbour in is: Breaſt, a 


ſage Temper 3 to be erase in Wards, 


And do.dl-natrid Attions ; the Chriſtian ſure 
Jhavld haye.bis. Mind more pobly turned, de- 
Jight in the Happineſs of Mankind, and in 
His Sphere be uſdful. 

Do xe beerr the Chriſtian Name, and ſhall 
We ot be ambitious- of an amiabhle Temper, 
ſuitable to: ſueh a Name? Is not the kind 
and :compalliopate, the meek and humble 
Angus, dur; Maſter and iN attern? And Mall 
ye not tread. im his Steps; ſhew by our Hu- 
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and by Acts of Kindneſs to their Souls and 
Bodies; that we are the Servants of Jesvs, 
and have made great Proficiency i in the bes- 
venly Temper, by being in the School of ſuch 
a Maſter? And does not Love and the ſtrict- 
eſt Harmony prevail amongſt the glorious 
Aſſembly in the Regions of Paradiſe? And 
ſhall not we be concerned to have it glow 1 in 


dur Breaſts here below, and ſhine forth in a 


beautiful Courſe of Action, that we may 
grow meet for the heavenly World of Love? 
Then let us aſpire after this noble Principle; 
and always make the Word of God our Rule 
of Action; and agreeable hereto, do our Du- 
ty to others, however they may fail in theirs 
to us: If they are faulty, let not us be faulty 
too; but by a better Example gain them over 
to a better Temper. But if after all, ill Na- 
ture will prevail in others Breaſts, let Love 
remain in ours; for ſuch have a corroding 
Enemy within, to give them Uneaſineſs 
enough, without any Addition from another 


Quarter. I will conclude this Head with ob- 
ſerving of her with whom I began it; that I 
know from Experience ſhe was an affectionate 
and tender Friend. And is ſhe gone? Is the 
World deprived of her Friendſhip; are Re- 
_  ktions and Acquaintance to converſe with _ 
Dh : 2 | her 


ths 
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hes 8 no more? Doleful, affecting Sound! | 


Doleful, 1 ſay; for any Friends of ours, a- 


dorned with Piety and Love, cut off by 
Death, muſt be a publick Loſs; their fervent, 
extenſive Prayers on Earth, and all their Love 
is loſt; our pleaſant How with them then 


are over; no more ſweet Converſation of 
theirs to forward us in the way to Heaven. 


But where is this, or the other Saint gone, 
when removed from our View? If to the 
gloomy Tomb we caſt an Eye, there lies 
their inferior Parts ; their Cheeks, once co- 
vered with a roſy Bloom, are pale; their 
Eye-lids cloſed in Death, and a melancholy 
Gloom ſurrounds them. But this dark Scene 
will ſoon be over, and Glory and Immortali- 
ty. in the room appear. Jzsvs will come, 
and bid their ſleeping Duſt ariſe; ariſe, and 


join their Souls now fixed in Paradiſe. In 


Paradiſe ? Delightful Thought! What ? above 


in Glory ſublime, and ſurrounded with Feli- 


city and Joys unfading ; in the Preſence of 


their God and Sayiour, feaſting on Love di- 
vine, ſhining in ſparkling Robes of perfect 


Purity; and worſhipping before the Throne 
with Strains of exalted Devotion, and exult- 
ing Pleaſure. Bliſs profound! But to go on, 
to > animate us in the-Path to Glory. 


2 er 


20 — erging 
Her Bible, by thoſe Marks 6 die WHY 
Have ſesn In it, Of feveral Prchhilles, tid Bite 
Ocher Texts of Seripture Pelfubille mie, that 
he did 'not make Vette if that Revelation 
which is every Way worthy of the Great Gol 
to give, and of Tteibsbable Creatures! to teceivè: 
but frequently peruſed the facred Oracles. 


nd hat Writing fo worth: 'of our Stud; 
Re 104. and Date As Boks Which are 
| from the great and perfectly Holy God; "and 1 
"lead the Soul to him, the Fountain of” all 
Life and Blefſednels. | 
Then let the following Texts of Sci tüte, | 
Marked by her, be tt taken notice ôf 
by us, that we may have our Winds! rightly 
farniſhed ; "and be influenced i to the Pic 
of e Piety and Virtüe, 
I begin with fome that thould kindle in 
our Breaſts, admiring and adoring Thoughts 


of the Majeſty of Heaven. 
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p Jaaiab ul. 28. — "Haſt thou Bot kHOB7 
3 ok W Hat thou not heard, that 

« the Everlaſting "God, the 
he Lid, the Cen of the 
e Ends 


| * 1 bare gu triniſetited's Part of what ſhe Tnarked ; 
- thoſe that I thought moſt ſuitable for Improvement. 
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1 Rrernal Adi. _ - 


* Ends of the Earth, ink 


eth not, neither is weary? 


« his | Underſtanding. 

IJ am the Lord, and 
< there is none elle ; there 

* is ng God beſides me, I 
** gil ded thee, though thou 
ee haſt not known me: 


* That they may know 


45 from the Riſing of the 


” — and from the Weſt, 


Haw tha t there is none beſides 


©* mg; Iam the Lord, and 
cc thers i is none elſe, I form 


<« the Light, and create 


* Darkngf: I make Peace, 
* and create Evil; I the 


ce 10 do all theſe things. 
| © Thipe, O Lord, is the 


— re egtneſs, and the Power, 
$6 — | the Glory, and che 


„ Vieory, and the Majeſty: 


** For all that | is in the Hea- 
| « VER and in the Earth, is. 
* thine; ; thine is the King- 


e dom, © Lord; and thou 


art exalted as Head above 


4 all. he © 3 Ne- 


e is no ſearching = 


: 
i 
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Thou, even thou art 
« Lord alone, thou haſt 


Nebem. is. 6. 


cc. 


"cc 


all Things that are there- 


cc 


cc 


"66 


"<6 


Ng 


3 


5 
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As vii. 48, 49, 
a 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(c 


— cc 


ö a Ke 


Dan. ii. 20, 21, 
. 


* cc £2 
40 
4 


cc 


made Heaven, the Hea- 
ven of Heavens with all 


their Hoſt, the Earth and 


in, the Seas and all that 
is therein, and thou pre- 
ſerveſt them all; and the 
Hoſt of Heaven worſhip- 
peth thee. 


„The moſt High dwel- 


eth not in Temples made 
with Hands; as faith the 
Prophet, Heaven is my 
Throne, and Earth is my 
Footſtool : What Houſe 
will ye build me? faith 
the Lord: or What is 
the Place of my Reſt ? 
Hath not my Hand made 
all theſe Things? 

e Blefled be the Name 


of God for ever and e- 


ver: For Wiſdom and 


Might are his. And he 


changeth the Times and 


the Seaſons: He remo- 
** veth 


N. Brernal 4 1 My 


Rev. xv. 3, 4. 


Rom. ix. 33. 


cc 


cc 


veth Kings, and ſetteth 
up Kings: He giveth 


: 


Wiſdom unto the wile, © | 


and Knowledge: to them 
that know Underſtand- 


ing, He revealeth the 


deep and ſecret Things: 
He knoweth what is in the 
Darkneſs, and the Light 


dwelleth with him. 


„ Great and marvellous 


are thy Works, Lord God 


almighty ; juſt and true 


are thy Ways, thou King 
of Saints. Who ſhall not 
fear thee, O Lord, and 


glorify thy Name? For 


thou only art holy: For 
all Nations ſhall come 
and worſhip before thee; 
for thy Judgments are 
made manifeſt. 

O the Depth of the 


e Riches both of the 
«© Wiſdom and Know- 


« ledge of God! how 


_. © unſearchable are his 


$4...  "_ 


| 


„ Erne OP Bring 
eo: A e Jed#tnents, and his Ways | 
n & alert out | | 


or the Potber of Jehovah. 


2 Chron. xvi. 9. 11 70 F. or the Eyes of the 

0 Lord run to and fro 

throughout the whole 

Earth, to ſhew himſelf 

* ſtrong in the behalf of 

| them, whoſe Heart is 
| 5 e perfect towards him. 

To, xxvii4 © Truft ye in the Lord 

te for ever: for in the Lord 

Jehovah is everlaſting 

3 

XU. 2. *© Behold, God is my 

“ Salvation: I will truſt, 

% and not be afraid. In 

6 the Lord Jehovah 1 is my 

* Strength, and my Song ; 

- * he alſo is become my Sal- 

8 ce vation. 


: 1 AT — — :: L ͤ% 


Dy the Holing and Puftice N God. 


1 | 2 lv. 17. The Lord is righteous 
be B * in all his Ways, and ho- 
8 | 8 60 «v in all his Works. 
| Zephan. 


of Breynab - 
Fast *-'Phe jaſt Lord i is he 


* midit thereof: (the Pro- 


pPhber ſpeaking of Feruſalem) 


7 XXIV, 12, 
23. 


25 He will not do Iniqui- 


ty: Every Morning dotn 


« he trlng his Judgments to 


„light, he faileth not, © 
* Yea, ſurely God will 
% not do wickedly, neither 


« Fill the Almighty per- 


& vert Judgment. For he 


* will not lay upon Man 


e more than right ; that he 


Pſaln ix. 7,8, 


* ſhould enter into Judg- 
@ ment with God. 
e But the Lord ſhall en- 


s dure for ever: He hath 
prepared his Throne for 


Judgment. And he ſhall 
judge the World in 
re Righteouſneſs, he ſhall 


t© miniſter Jadgment to the 


* People in Uprightneſs. 
*The Lord trieth the 
* Righteous: But the wick- 
* ed and him that loveth 
* Violence, his Soul hateth. 


* For the righteous Lord 


* loveth 
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e loveth Righteouſneſs, his 


cc 


cc 


Countenance doth behold 
the — 


Of the Dios Mercy. 


Rel. Xxxiii 11. 

Nebem. ix. 17, 
_ 

P/alm Ixxxvi. 5. 


Eſalm lvii. 10. 


« Ag] live, faith the Lord 


God, I have no Pleaſure 
in the Death of the wick- 


ed, but that the wicked 


turn from his Way and 
live: Turn ye, turn ye 
from your evil Ways; 
for, Why will ye die, O 
Houſe of Iſrael? 

e Thou art a God ready 
to pardon, gracious and 


merciful, flow to Anger, 


and of. great Kindneſs, 
For thou art a gracious 


and merciful God. 


« For thou, Lord, art 
good, and ready to for- 


give: And plenteous in 


Mercy unto all them that 


call upan thee. 


“For thy Mercy is great 


unto the Heavens, and 


cc 7 


of Eternal Moana”. 
677; „ thy Truth unto FE 
8 FO" Cloyds. | | 


And have we his ahd ſuch like Declara- 


rations of the Perfections of God; and ſhall 


not we have high and honourable Thoughts 


of the Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, and 


make him the Subject of our frequent and 
_ delightful Meditations? Shall we not mention 


his Name with Seriouſneſs and Reverence, 


and ſpeak of his Praiſe with Joy, whoſe Ex- 
cellencies not any Creature on Earth, or in 
the upper World, is able to fathom? And 


ſhall we not, with Care, regard his Autho- - | 


rity, be zealous for his Glory, and diligent in 
his Service? | 


Reaſon: tells us, ( if we will attend to it) 


that ſuch a great and glorious Being as the 
moſt High is, ought to be loved, feared, and 
honoured by his Creatures. And the follow- 
ing Texts of. Scripture (alſo marked by her 


departed) further diſcover, that this is our 


trueſt Intereſt; as well as our incumbent Duj- 


ty. 
; 1 Chron, xxviii. And thou, Solomon my 

- 3p  - © Son, know thou the God 

| Le <« of thy Father, and ſerve 
« him 


93 
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ee, 
| 4 hig with a perfect Heart, | 


e ap& with a willing Mind; 


© for the Lord ſearcheth all 


* Hearts, and underſtand- 
* oth all the Imaginations 
<« CEO _ 
„ fool him, he will be 
© found of — but if 
* thou forſake him, he will 
* caſt thee off for ever, 
* The Lord is with you, 
te whilo ye be with him; 
« wilt be found ef you: 
„ but if you forſake him, 
-<« he will forſake YOU. 


Jac. 6,7,8 „. Seck ye the Lord while 


te he may be found, call ye 
& upon him while he is 
ce near, Let the wicked 
© forlgke his Way, and the 

“ unrighteews Man his 
1 Thoughts: And let him 
« return unto the Loyd, 
«« and he will have Mercy 


upon him; and to our 


God, for he will abun- 


Andy par 


don, For my 
* Thoughts 


— 7: 


2 L 
1 3 
P 2 
. 
* 
7 
” -, * * 4 
- * 7 e * % * 
: as &. of #. 


2 are not your 


= 20M . neither are 


Aude xi. 28. 


Dann v. 12. 


. XXxili. T5, 


7 5080 . 


char Wketh his Hande 
at Röppeth us Ears 


ays my Ways, 


de 59th the Lord. For as 
eite Heavens are higher 
Fare . than the 2Eafth, 1d are 


© ty Ways higher than 
& eur Ways, and my 
of 

'Phoughts than your 


 ©/RBlefed are the they that 


de hear the NETS of God, 
ce And keep it. 


re For - Lord, wilt 


d hes the Righteous : 
© with Favour wilt thou 


2 him as with a 


-**cShield. 


He that walketh /, oa 
„bay. and 2 


185 the Gain 


em 'HoMing of *Buibes, 


deen treartag of! Blood, 


ghd Asttech ibis yes 
_* from-ſeeing Evil: he ſhall 


© dwell 


| 
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2 

cc 

EE” "i HER cc 
Pſalm cxlv. 20. 

| cc 

cc 


"LP CC 
Heb. iv. . 

| 158 | 15 

1 Tim. iv. 8. 

cc 

cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


— 


dwell on High, his Place 
of Defence ſhall be the 
Munitions of Rocks, 
Bread ſhall be given him, 


his Waters ſhall be ſure. 


e The Lord preſerveth all 
them that love him: but 
all the wicked will he 
deſtroy. 


There remaineth there- 
( 


fore a Reſt to the People 
of God. 

Godlineſs is profitable 
unto all Things, having 
the Promiſe of the 
Life that now is, and 
of that which is to 
to come. 


* may 1900 anneal to any one, TEN 
Reaſon is not overpowered by his Corrupti- 


41. 8 ons; whether a Life fearing God, and doing 


of his Will, is not acting a manly Part, ſuit- 
able to the human Race, who were formed 


for nobler Works 


7 2 3 4 h 
"I 


and higher Enjoyments, 


than pampering a periſhing Body, and pg 
"Py Life! in ſenſual Purſuits ? 


And 


"of Eternal Advantage. 31 
And where is the Underſtanding of a 
Creature who is made for an Hereafter, to 


ſpend his Thoughts, his Time, his preſent 


Life, in heaping together theTreaſures of this 
terreſtrial Globe (fuppoſe he could graſp them 
all) and to neglect the noble Service of his 


Maker, and to make no Proviſion for a future 


State? Is it too harſh to fay, ſuch a one has 
his Mind depraved, diſtorted, and is but a 
Monſter, though in human Shape? Then cer- 

tainly, agreeable to > Theſe (RY Paſſa- 
ges of holy Welk: 


Prov. iii. 13, Ä „Happy is the Man that 
14, 17. © findeth Wiſdom, and the 
Man that getteth Under- 
« ſtanding : for the Mer- 
« chandiſe of it is better 
<« than the Merchandiſe of 
« Silver, and the Gain 
* thereof than fine Gold. 
« Her Ways are Ways of 
« Pleaſantneſs, and all her 
e Paths are Peace. 


Prov. vill, 11. &© Wiſdom is better than 


* Rubies; and all the things 
e that may be deſired, are 
nat to be compared to it. 

But 
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But for all ach Diſeoneries, exactly r- 


reſpondent to the Reaſon and "Nature of 
things; how many forget that God who 
formed them, their Sauls ahh are ĩmmor - 
tal, and that future State here they are to 
be ar ever fixed? Such wauld do well to 
conſider the following Texts, noted by her 


who:is-retired from us. 
Pal xxl. „ « Mauy Sertbns ſhall be 
. 4 to the Wicked, _ 
Ta. xlviii. 22. « There is no Peace, 
| _-« faith · the Lord, unto the 
„Wicked. 


Mum mi. 36, For- what ſhall it pro- 
37, 38. ita Man, if he ſhall gain 
hob] 2: _ *«< the Whole World, and 
e laſe this own Soul? Or 
ce what hall a Man give in 

4 © Exchange for his Soul? 
«© ” Whoſoever therefore ſhall 

-<< be aſhamed of me, and 
* of my Words, in this a- 
-* :dvilterous and fapful»Ge- 
<« -neration ; of him alſo ſhall 
**©, theiSon of Man be aſha- 


* med, when he cometh in 
0 the 


o aum ame 3 33 


te the Glory of his Father, 


ee With tlie holy Angels. 


| Za. IX, TY e The Wicked ſhall be 


4 turned into Hell, and all 
2 T er Wen tions that forget 
gram. words fa: cc God.' 
a xxx 475 The Sinners in Zion 
Var affhid;  Fearfulnefs 
| < hath ſurprized the Hypo- 
N „ crites. Who amongſt us 
„ fſhall dwell with the de- 


EY l or vouring Fire? Who a- 
n bs mongſt us ſhall dwell 
Wert dd 2/5347 en everlaſting Burn- 


60 8 


And! is 5 the bitter CobSquence of per- 
Ating in a Courſe of Iniquity? Then me- 
lancholy, very melancholy and dreadful is the 
Caſe of impenitent Sinners. Oh! the Tor- 


tures of the guilty Wretch in yonder World 


of Woe! the Agonies he feels ! A Scene all 
full of Horror. | 


- But to paſs from this Scene of tremendous | 


Anguiſh ; let us reſolve, and pray, ſuitably to 
theſe marked Paſſages of — Writ. 
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Toſh. xxiv. 15. 
. cc 
ES: > «7 286 
P/al.cxxX1x. 2 3, 
24. 25 
| ec 
4 0 


cc 


cc 
| (0 

P/al. xvn. 5. 
| „ 
. cc 


fal. xix. 14. | 


cc: 


— 


cc 
ec 


cc 


e my Redeemer. 


Remember me, O my | 
117 . for * 


Nehem. xiii. 31. 


« As for me and my 
Houſe, we will ſerve the 


Lord. 


Search me, O God, 


and know my Heart: 
try me, and know my 
Thoughts; and fee if 
there be any wicked way 


in me; and lead me in 


the Way everlaſting. 
* Hold up my Goings in 
thy Paths, that my Foot- 
ſteps ſlip not. 

Let the Words of my 


Mouth, and the Medita- 


tion of my Heart, be ac- 


ceptable in thy Sight, O 


Lord my Strength and 


But to go on to other Texts kel, rela- 
ting to 8 Duties. 


Oo 


Of the Sanffification of the Sabbath. 


Exod. xxiii. 2. Six Days thou ſhalt do 
+. + thy Work, and on the 
*« ſeventh, Day thou ſhalt 
© reſt; that thine Ox and 
„ thine Aſs may reſt, and 
e the Son of thy Hand- 
« maid, and the Stranger 
«© may be refreſhed. 


Exod. xxxi. 13. Verily my Sabbaths ye 


** ſhall keep: for it is a Sign 
between me and you, 
c © throughout your Genera- 


t tions; that ye may know _ 


<* that-I am the Lord, that 
<< doth ſanctify you. 


Exod. xxxiv. 21. © Six Days thou ſhalt 


© work, but on the ſeventh 
Day thou ſhalt reſt: In 
. «© Earing time and in Har- 

4 © veſt thou ſhalt reſt. 
Lev. xix. 30. © Ye ſhall keep my Sab- 
b baths, and reverence my 
* 1 * Sanctuary: I am the Lord. 
Fer. xvii. 20, 21, Hear ye the Word of 
22. the Lord, ye Kings of 


ro 


D 2 Judah; 
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Judah; and all Judah, 


and all the Inhabitants of 
Feruſalem, that enter in 


by theſe Gates. Thus 
faith the Lord, Take heed 


* to yourſelves, and bear no . 
Burden on the Sabbath- 


Day, nor bring it in by 
the Gates of Jeruſalem, 
Neither carry forth a 


Burden out of your Houſes 


on the Sabbath Day, nei- 
ther do ye any Work, 
but hallow ye the Sabbath 


day, as I have command- 


ed your Fathers. 

“If thou turn away thy 
Foot from the Sabbath, 
+00 doing thy Pleaſure 
on my holy Day, and 


'call the Sabbath a De- 


e light, the holy of the 


& 4e 


ce 


.CC 


: 


5 


Lord, honourable; and 
ſhalt honour him, not 


doing - thy own Ways, 5 


nor finding thy own 
Pleaſure, nor ſpeaking 


* _ own Words: Then 


. 
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< ſhalt thou Og thyſelf 
«in the Lord, . 


And Was ; the Sabbath thus to be kept "Ol 


; under the Old Teſtament-Diſpenſation ; and 


can we imagine that we under the New are 
exempt from keeping one Day in ſeven par- 
ticularly holy unto the Lord? Tho Jeuiiſh Sa- 


crifices are aboliſhed; yet have we not need 
of Reſt from worldly Buſineſs, and Time for 


ſerving the moſt High, as well as they under 
a former Difpenſation ? ? Is not hearing God's 
Word, inſtructing our Families, and Cloſet 


-Devotion, proper Work for a Chriſtian ? Sure 
1t is. And ſhall we not be glad of ane Day 
in ſeven, for our engaging in ſuch. Work, 
free from worldly Buſineſs, and more free 


from Company and Noiſe, than on the other 


fix Days of the Week ? And let our Fathers 
tell us, and our own Times declare unto us, 
whether keeping the Sabbath-day holy has 


not turned out to the great Advantage of ma- 


ny; and making light of it, turned ta the 


Detriment of thouſands. 
And as one Day in ſeven was commanded 


to be kept holy under the Law; what L- 


cenſe have we under the Goſpel, to refuſe a 


| Compliance any further, than that of the ca- 


3 remonial 


38 Experimental — 


remonial Part of it, which particularly rela- 
ted to that Diſpenſation? 

Here ſuffer me to add out of the Diary of 
Her, who is gone to the everlaſting Sabbatiſm 
on high, an Obſervation as to the Chriſtian 8 


Behaviour on the Lord's Day. 
* A good Man (ſays ſhe) may, J think 


e ought, to be chearful, that the Wicked 


% may not think that Religion is an unplea- 
te fant thing; but he need not be in ſuch a 
« gay Mood, as to laugh on the Sabbath- 
ce day; his Thoughts ſhould be pon another 
World, and preparing for it.” | 
Obſerve, She does not peak againſt a 
Smile upon the Countenance, but againſt in- 
dulging a Levity of Temper on this] 
_ ticularly ſet apart for ſacred Service. ard a = 
Ihe judged for herſelf, let us judge for ourſelves 
by the Word of God, as to Sabbath-Sanctifi- 
cation; that when Death approaches, we 
Review of well ſpent Sabbaths may give us 
Pleaſure, Let us in this, and in every Cafe, 
(not blindfold follow the Sentiments of others, 
but) examine into the Word of God, and 
make this the Rule of our Judgment and 
Courſe of Action. 
- Happy would it be for Creatures, who at are 
made wiſer than the Beaſts that periſh, and 
„ | are 


% aan RR. 
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are favoured with Goſpel Light, if they 
would but make uſe of their thinking Powers 
in Matters of Religion; and not paſs by even 
what they may at firſt be apt to imagine a 


doubtful Point of Duty, without thinking of 


it, or with a ludicrous Air ; becauſe it does 


not ſuit with corrupt Nature: But ſearch and 


try, whether it agrees with Reaſon enlighten- 


ed by Revelation; and, as they find, approve 
or diſapprove of it. 


We profeſs to be reaſonable Creatures, let 
us act thus reaſonably. 


And if we look for a igen to come, 


what is our Wiſdom in this Caſe? Let Con- 


ſcience be heard. But to cloſe this Head re- 
lating to the Sabbath: Is not Seriouſneſs of 
Mind, free from a Levity of Temper on ſuch 


a Day, the way to be in Frame to introduce 
ſpiritual Conyerſation in Company, for our 


own and others Improvement ; and to engage 


in Acts of Worſhip, ſecret, family, and pub- 
lick, with ſpiritual Thoughts ſuited to the 

Service of the moſt High? And is not this 
proper on a Sabbath? But to proceed. 


Of Remembring and F. earing God. 


Eeclefe xii. 1. Remember now thy 


Creator in the Days of 
D 4 cc thy 
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The. viii. 13. 


Eccleſ. xii. 13, 
Ys ” 


Prov, xxiii. 17. 


ce 


cc 


Cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


thy Youth, while the 


evil Days come not, nor 
the Years draw nigh, 

when thou ſhalt ſay, I 
have no Pleaſure in them. 


3; Sanctify the Lord of 
Hoſts himſelf, and let 


him be your Fear, and 


let him be your Dread. 
Let us hear the Con- 
cluſion of the whole Mat- 
ter, Fear God and keep 
his Commandments; for 
this is the whole Duty of 
Man: F or God ſhall 


bring every Work into 


Judgment, with every ſe- 
cret Thing, whether it 
be good, or whether it be 


evil. 


* Whether, etch, ye 


eat or drink, or whatſo- 
ever ye do, do all to the 


Glory of God. 

% Re thou in the Fear of 
the Lord, all the Day 
long. 
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of 22 * Seri ſtures, Prayer and 
ed nn 


gs v. 55 


Col. iii. 16, 17. 


c 


ll Search the Scriptures 


(faith our Lord) © for in 
© them ye think ye have 

c eternal Life, and they 
are they which teſtify of 
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Mattb. xxvi. 41. 


: Matth. vi, 6. 


me. 


« Let the Word of Chriſt 
dwell in you richly in all 
Wiſdom ; teaching and 
admoniſhing one another 
in Palms, and Hymns, 
and ſpiritual Songs, ſing- 
ing with Grace in your 
Hearts to the Lord. And 
whatſoever ye do in Word 
or Deed, do all in the 
Name of the Lord Ixsus, 
giving Thanks to God and 


the Father by him. 


Watch and pray, that 
ye enter not ing Tony 


cc 


ew 


tion. 


When thou e en- 
ter into thy Cloſet, and 


_« when 


« CG ee ares 2 IE =>. NG” g 


— me v/2ee 
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Mark xiii. 37. 


Matth.xxiv, 42, 
"10 


1 Pet. iv. 7. 


Col. iv. 2. 


cc 


cc 
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when thou haſt ſhut thy 
Door, pray to thy Father 


which is in ſecret; and 


thy Father which ſeeth 
in ſecret, ſhall reward 
thee openly. 


And what I ſay unto 


you, I fay unto all, watch. 


Watch therefore, for 


you know not what Hour 


your Lord doth come. 


Therefore be ye alſo rea- 
dy; for in ſuch an Hour 
as you think not, the Son 


of Man cometh. 


<< But the End of all 


Things is at Hand: Be 
ye therefore ſober, and 


watch unto Prayer. 
* Continue in Prayer, 


and watch in the ſame 
with Thankſgiving. 


O let us importunately pray! for we are 


-undone, for ever undone without Divine Aids. 


The following Paſſages, which our young 


Change in us. 


Friend marked, plainly ſpeak of the great Im- 
portance of the * of — working a 


Rom. 
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Now, nil 9; 4 5. cM 4 Now if any Man 
ee not the Spirit f 

* Chriſt, he is none of his. 

For if ye live after the 
„ Fleſh, ye ſhall die; but 
e if ye through the Spirit 
do mortify the Deeds of 

5 1190.02: 55. ae Body, ye hall ine. 
Jobn iii. 5, 6,7. ©— Except a Man be 
-- , {-- »; - porn of Water and oF the | 
* Spirit, he cannot enter | 
into the Kingdom of 

a... F 
That which is born of 
* the Fleſh, is Fleſh; and 
that which is born of the 

FSpirit, is Spirit: Marvel 
=” 7 not that I faid unto thee, 

ye muſt be born again“. 


Of the Lord's Supper. 


Lule xxil. 19, And he took Bread, 
20. s | _ and gave than ks, and 
1 a AMS z a «c brake 


„KN 


* Are theſe Scriptures worthy of Slight? No; they 

are particularly worthy .of Notice: For what avails a 

pompous Profeſſion of Religion, if the Heart of Man 

5 | be not changed, ſo as to act from a Principle of Love ” 


« < brake it, and gave unto 
chem, ſaying, This is my 

| « which is given for 
you: This do in remem- 
. brance of me. Likewiſe 

e alſo the Cup after Supper, 

; faying, This Cup is the 

oth «© New Teſtament in my 
4. < ad; "which i 1s ſhed * 

** you. 

1 Cor. xi. 2374 . © I have received of the 
2 $:26,27;28. ce Lord, that which alſo 1 
delivered unto you: That 

te the Lord Iꝝsus, the ſame 

„ Night in which he was 

_ © betrayed, took Bread; 

and when he had given 

de thanks, he brake it, and 

„ (aid, Take, eat; this is 

my Body, which is bro- 
2 e ken for you: This do in 
c remembrance of me. Af-- 

4 ter the ame manner alſo 

e he took the Cup, when 

r he had ſupped, faying, 

„ This 


the great Author of his Being ? Happy Alteration where 
Sincerity Ae and the Soul is determined for God 


and Religion! 


F * 
. * 
N a 
4+ F 
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This Cup is the _ 
«© Teſtament in my Blood: 
This do Ye, as oft as ye 

drink it, in remembrance 

of me. For as oſten as ye 
* eat this Bread, and drink 
* this Cup, ye do ſhew 
<« the Lord's Death till he 

* come. Wherefore, who- 
ſoever ſhall eat this Bread, 
cc and drink this Cup of the 

Lord unworthily, ſhall 
4 be guilty of the Body and 

e Blood of the Lord. But 
| let a Man examine him- | 

ce ſelf, and ſo let him eat of 

4 0 29150 5 206: haCBread, and drink of 
. Berti dt e "m8 


IC DOGS — oo So re Cent. — IM RE... * f. 
ad a o 
- 


1 


1520 I 1 ſhall only obſerve two things) ha 
ving to ſpeak of this Inſtitution: in another 
place: 1. That to engage in the Ordinance 
of the Lord's Supper, is a commanded Duty. 
And ſhould not every one, when come to 
Years of Diſcretion, aſk themſelves this Que- 
ſtion, Ought not I to engage in this Ordi- 
nance? If we are not defirous to know, and 
Ln os s Will, what-is 2 to enſue, 


when 
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when Death, when Judgment comes? And, 
2. That there is a very wide Difference be- 
twixt the Religion of Ixsus, and the Schemes 
of the Church of Rome. Pure Chriſtianity, 

though it has ſeveral things in it above the 
Reaſon of Man, (and ſo has Nature around 
us) yet has Nothing i in it contrary to his Rea- 


ſon. Can we fay ſo of Popery? Look but 
into theirTranſubſtantiation Scheme, What is 


it les than an Inſult upon our very Senſes? 


I muſt believe that a Wafer is changed to the 
Body of Chriſt, one Subſtance into another, 
though all the Parts of the former Subſtance 
of Wafer remain to my View and Taſte, no 

Alteration any Way diſcernible by my Senſes, 
and yet that Subſtance is gone, and it is the 
real Body of a Man. It is a Wafer to my 
View and Taſte, and yet at the ſame Time 
it is not a Wafer, but the real Body of Chriſt, 

Is this dealing with Man as a Creature en- 
dowed with Reaſon? Monſtrous Boldneſs ! for 
Man to dare to broach ſuch a Doctrine to his 
F ellow-Creatures, not to ſpeak of the Impiety 
of it. Whereas, on the other hand, How rea- 
ſonable is it to take the Words of our Lord 
in a figurative Senſe, as well as ſome other 
Paſſages of his Word, and to receive Bread 


and Wine in Remembrance of his dying 
Love, 


lf 
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and in Token of our Acceptance 


of higa for our Lord and Saviour ? Then bet- 
ter to have my Body lie wallowing in its 
Blood, than to have my ow aſſent to ſuch. 
— Fables *. 


Of kein. 


2 bi. 5 78 „ i ſuch a Faſt Wk I 
4 have choſen? May for 
© Man to afflict his Soul? 
Is it to bow down his 

_ «© Head as a Bulruſh, and to 
ce ſpread  Sackcloth and 
_ « Afhes under him? Wilt 
c thou call this a Faſt and 
an acceptable Day to the 
«© Lord? Is it not to deal 
* thy Bread to the hungry, 
and that thou bring the 
e poor that are caſt out to 
„„ thy Houſe? When thou 
e ſeeſt the naked, that thou 

. coyer bim, and that thou 

= hide not thyſelf from 

_ © thine 

* x Pet. iii. 1 FFI Tf ye fuffer-for Righteoufurſ Sake, 


2 are ye: and be not afraid of their Terror, neither 
be troubled, 


___ 


C 


8 
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ee thine own Fleſh? Then 
ee dee Fe, h thy Light break 
e forth as the Morning, 
a © and thine Health ſhall 
e ſpring forth ſpeedily: 
and thy Righteouſneſs 
5e ſhall go before thee, the 
e Seer of the Lord ſhall 
be thy Rere war. 
Marth. vi. 12. That thou appear not 
. unto Men to faſt, but 
te unto to thy Father which 
e js in ſecret: and thy Fa- 
„„ ©. < ther which iin fe- 
Eq. mee 
FJ 6 5 e 


07 God's kind De ofrw 7 in offifting, and . | 
eli: fo the Neceſfitous, Sk 


Heb. xii. 7. 9. If ye endure clhiſten- 
10 11. « Ding, God dealeth with 
$5 DS... as with Sons: for 
e what Son is he whom the 
Filer -chaſteneth not? 
nt © — Furthermore, we havehad 
Wo 6 Fathers of our Fleſh 
r Which corrected us, and | 
; , «c we . 


i 


i Weave 
4 Shall we not fuckf rathe? 


— 1 - 
% 1 I at . . 
”"* 
f 3 > » © $ vw 
Sz Þ 
E 


* o__ owt Pleaſure; but 
ic He for dur Profit, chat 608 


« Father of Spirits, atid Hive? 
4 <« For they vetily for 4 few 


Days Cent us aftet 


* might be Purtäkers of his 


„ Holineſs. 


*«* As many as] I love, 1 re- 


* buke and chaſten: Be zea- 
_ © lous therefore, and repent. 


e Fot the Oppreſſion of 
<« the Poor, for the Sighing 


«of the Needy, now will 


| . © F ariſe; (faith the Lord) 


Pal xii, 3. 
EE Y 

Paal. beviii, 5. 

Pjal. ext; 12. 
* 


I will fet him in Safety 


* fronts bim that puffeth at 


> © A Father of the Father- 
“ Jeb, and a Judge of the 


„ Widews: Is God in his 
„ holy Habitation. 


« F know that God will 
« maintain the Cauſe of the 


e Aﬀicted, and the Right 
\ « ef the Poor. | 


E No, 


theitt Keverthre : 


— 
——— 
— > 
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Now, what abundant Reaſon have we at 
all times to be reſigned to the Will of our 
God ; to bear Afflictions with Patience, to 
endeavour to grow wiſer and better by them, 
and to caſt our Care upon the moſt High, 
who careth for us! We ſhould pray, and be 
upon our Guard, that we may improve the 
Dealings of our heavenly Father. 


Of Meekneſs and Humility. 


Prov. xvi. 33. © He that is ſlow to 1 


© ger, is better than the 
Mighty: and he that ru- 
e leth his Spirit, than he 

. ce that taketh a City. 

xiv. 29. « He that is flow to 
V' Wrath, is of great Under- 
0 e ſtanding: but he that is 

<* haſty of Spirit, exalteth 
_« Polly. 

xxvi. 12. © Seeſt thou a Man wiſe 
« in his own Conceit? there 
js more Hope of a Fool 

+ -J- © : *. char of him. 
xvii. 12, © Before Deſtruction the 
| Heart of Man is haughty ; 
and before Honour is Hu- 


% bas Ny; 
ni. 7. Be not wiſe in thine 


ce OWN 


wo _ 
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e own Eyes: Fear the Lord, 
2.  -- © and depart from Evil. 
Prov. xxvii. 2. et another Man praiſe 
yy | <<. thee, and not thine own 
Mouth; a Stranger, and 
3: | 07 1124; Omepehticown Eipe 
1 Pet. v. 85. And be clothed with 
Ge VU: eee e eee 
<< fiſteth the Proud, and 
4 fgiveth Grace to the Hum- 
1 880 cc ble. | 
1 Gr. xiv. 20. *© Brethren, be not Chil- 
e © dren in Underſtanding: 
T hovbeit, in Malice be ye 
Children, but in Under- 
e 2:16 e ſtanding be Men. 
Eccleſ. vi. 9g. Be not haſty in thy Spi- 


1 1 | * rittobe angry: for Anger 
5 * reſteth in the Boſom of 
2310 3 %% 
Col. iii. 12. „Put on therefore (as 


the Elect of God, holy 
and beloved) Bowels of 
«« Mercies, Kindneſs, Hum- 
c bleneſs of Mind, Meek- 
41 : „ © neſs, Long-ſuffering. 
Matth. v. 3, 5. © Bleſſed are the Poor in 
3+ »*-:.:.-3 <3, 0:Jpinie'; for theirs is the 
1 i E — . King- 


* Kingdom of Heaven. 

- *. Blefled' are the Meek; 
* for they ſhall inherit the 

| * Earth 

Ie. xxix. 19.  * The Meck alſo ſhall 
© increaſe their Joy in the 

Lord; and the Poor a- 
„ mong Men ſhall rejoice 

| | e in the Holy One of Iſrael. 
| d 1. For thus faith the high 
* and lofty One that inha- 

© biteth . whoſe 

. ] 


Y 5 2 ren., ae 


Name is Holy : I dwell 
in the high and holy 


Place; with him alſo that 
zs of a contrite and hum- 
dle Spirit; to revive the 
| r _< 'Spirit of the Humble, »Þ + 
HT 3 ; « and to revive the Heart 
<< of the contrite ones 


| 95 of Love. 


| Joln'x Xill, 26.38 A new Commandment 
| * I give unto you, that ye 
| > + * Jove one another: As I 
FC have loved you, that ye 
Tn, love one another, By 
So ce this 1 


e [46 this ſhall all Men know 
1 <. that ye are my Diſciples, 
E 256086 if i ye have Love one to 

e Me Laid 41 of another. 
20F-1oF ye fulfill the Royal 
„ Law, *according to the 
* Scripture, Thou ſhalt love 
+: 242), ee Neighbour as thyſelf, 
lob ili n well. 


But this coming . our View before, 1 
ſtop; and go on to Texts 


Of the import pon ant Duty of Charity. 


Prov. xiv. 31. e that oppreſſeth the, 
| | 6 Poor, reproacheth his 


* Maker ; but he that ho- 
= « poyreth-kimn, hath mercy 

« on the Poor. 
xi. 12. Whoſo ſtoppeth bis 
Ears at the Cry of the 
poor, he alſo ſhall cry 
Eg. 4-550 22 


Does this Text b relate” to the Diſciples ot 
eur Lord; and ſhall-not we, who are Fellow-Chriftians, 


love one another ? And as to Joying our Enemies, we can- 
not, if we know our Bible, be or this being our 
Duty. O the Beauty of Love x 
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| v 


- 5 * Eqperimene! Glr — 


400 e but ſhall not be 5 


heard. 


He chat hath a boun- 


| op tiful Ey e, ſhall be bleſſed; 
Alen 5 or —— of his * 
in eb dhe Poor. 
Phalm xli. 1. hBleſſed is he that con- 
Wands 2» 4rd ie 10 ſidereth the Poor, the 
Lord will deliver him in 
time of Trouble,” 


Noble Work is Charity! ! And thats we may 
always have ſomething ready to give to them 
that need; Is not the Method of Her, who is 
gone to Reſt, very proper; namely, to lay by 
ſomething now and then for charitable Uſes ? 
That ſhe did fo, is evident, there being found, 
after her Deceaſe, ſome Money in a Purſe of 
hers, with a Writing to this Effect, This 1s 
for the Poor. 

And as we have he Poor always with us, 

and Charity is a great Branch of Chriſtianity, 
I will take leave to ſpend a Page or two upon 
that noble Subject, — - 

To be ſo fituated in Life, as that we can 
diſpenſe of the Gifts of . for the 
Relief of others, and to be mages to do this, 
is not 4 Talk, but a Privilege. e 


* 


b 


= lines Aboantage, 55 


„By doing Good we gain the Good- will of 
our Fellow- creatures. Benevolence has a na- 
tural Tendency to endear us to Mankind, 
and make us appear lovely in the Eye of the 
World. Though the Hearts of ſome may 
not be ſo open as is proper, when called to 
ſerve themſelves, by doing Good to others; 
yet few, even of that Stamp, but e can 
2 of a generous Mind“. 

Hereby, Peace and Comfort ariſes in our 
own Breaſt. What Pleaſure for a good Man 
to reflect; that, with the Gifts he has re- 
ceived from his ſovereign Lord, he has re- 
lieved his People, and mn ſupplied _w | 
Wants of the neceſſitous? | 
And, our upright Works a Charity God 

when notice of, and graciouſly accepts. And, 
He has declared in his Word, that they who 
ſow bountifully, ſhall reap alſo 2 
And * the liberal n maketh rich. 


ä Now 


* Indeed, to be ſeen of Men, ſhould not mix with 
our Views in Acts of Charity; Views of the Honour of 
God, his Acceptance, and the. Good of Mankind; ex- 
cept to quicken others to the Duty, or ſome advantage- 
ous End; yet a Man that abounds in Acts of K indie 
and Love, cannot but ſome Way or other be known ard 
approved of; and, I not 4 2 Name better than N 

| rand | | 


Jt A 


Now, bi it not à Privilege, a great Favour 
far Creatures to be ſo placed in this World, 
that they may exerciſe Charity, whereby the 
fore-mentioned Benefits are to be obtained, 
rather than to be ſet all upon a Level. out of 
the reach of Relief, from each ather? For if 
this had been the Caſe, the Opportunity: of 
gaining the Love of others, and the Pleaſure 
ariſing in our own Minds from Acts of Charj- 
ty, had been loſt; and this ſuperior Advan- 
tage, the divine Acceptance and Promiſe, as 
to this particular Duty, would alſo have been 
loſt. And further; Is it not a great Inſtanco 
gf the Kindneſs of our God, to require us to 
do good, when he has ſo ordered that our up- 
right Acts of Kindneſs to others, ſhall turn 
gut to aur preſent and future Advantage) 
The Maſt High could give to the neceſſitous 
withaut us, if he thought proper; but he 
chuſes to make Uſe of Mankind as: ſecond 
Cauſes, that we may have the Benefit. 
Amazing Goodneſs! And ſhall not we delight 
19 do Good? _ _ 
Dees God give to nacf his Gifts. Ae 
Purpoſe, and ſhall not we improve the Fa 
your? 
Well mpight He declere in his Ward, he | 


Phat ofpreſeth the Poor reproatheth bis Mater: 
but 


cumfiances here on > Earth, that very few, if 
any, can be ſaid to be exempt by the Mean» 
neſs of their Condition, either at ons time 
or other, from diſcovering a charitable Tem- 


per, nat only by wiſhing well to others, but 


by diſpenſing to their Relief. - Suppoſe Thave 
but a very little of the Riches of this World: 
fink the Sum as low as you- pleaſe, even to a 
Shilling ar two; and I ſee and know an Ob- 
jet to be in vaſt Diſtreſs, and that a little 
I leave my Brother to periſh, or ſtraiten my 


ſelf for his Relief? Is not here a Call to teſtis 


fy my Senſe of God's Right to what I have? 
(Fer that I have any thing, is of his ſovereign 
Pleaſure;) and to ſhew my Affection to thoſe 
who are in a World of Sin and Sorrow with 
myſelf? Then how inexcuſable are thoſe who 
are ſurrounded with the Bounties of a kind 
Providence, to with-hold goad from them to 
whom it is dus? Let us guard againſt ſuch a 
Temper delight in the noble Work of do- 
ing Good, and always act from a Principle 
of Love to God. O let the Young begin be- 
tunes. to practiſe this excelent Grace, that it 
E | may 
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may grow up with them in Life; that they 
may be Helpers of the Poor and Diſtreſſed, 
and make the Hearts of the Widow and Or- 
phan to rejoice. And let us all take our Mea- 
ſures of Action from the Word of God, and 
the Example of the wiſe and good; that we 

may do our Duty, and reject with Diſdain 

ſuch a ridiculous and fooliſh Saying as this: 

My Neighbour is much richer than myſelf, 
and be gives but ſo and fo : therefore, leſs ſure 
will do for me to give. If he will neglect his 
true Intereſt, and not lay up a Treaſure i in 
Heaven, Is that a Rule for you? © = 

I conclude this important Subject with a 
ſingle Queſtion ; Whoſe Name do we bear, 

and 'whoſe Servants do we profeſs to be? If 

| we bear the Name of Chriſtians, and profeſs 
to be the Servants of Jxsus; Does it not 
highly become us to hearken to our Maſter's 
Voice, and to imitate his bright Example ? 
Bure it does; and he went about doing good. 
Jo go on to other marked Texts. 


0 Ja Refpett to the Aged, and Fuſtice to all. 
Lev. xix. 32. e Thou ſhalt riſe up be- 
“ fore the hoary Head, and 
« honour the Face of the 
« old Man, and fear var 
*© God: Tam the Lord. 
Prov, 


Prov. xi. IJ. A falſe Balance is Abo- 


iin nl 1 <.-mination to the Lord : 
e but a juſt Weight is his 
Gin ** Delight. | 
xXx. 10. Divers Weights, . 


"nh divers Meaſures, both of 
e them are alike Abomi- 
c nation to the Lord. 


But 1 ke YR we are e Chriſtians; And 
ſhall ſuch dare to be 2 or to CT 


the Ancient? | 

Now, will it be improper to turn our 
Thoughts to ſome Texts (marked by her, 
whoſe Hand is cold and unactive in the Grave) 
of our Sinfulneſs and Mortality; that we 
may ſee the need of a Redeemer? A Redeem- 
er! delightful Sound: A Subject which muſt 
not be e * What are we then? 


« Sil Creatures | 


Rom. iii. 2 35 4 8 Fo or all have ſinned, 
« and come ſhort of the 

rr ads. that « Glory of God. 
ü. 10. 4s it is written, there 


is none Righteous, no pot |. 


Fer. | 


0 FRAY one, 


6 
— — —ů ů 


che Heart is deceitful 
„ above all Things, and 
„ deſperately wicked, Who 
_ 4 can knbw it? | 
| | Nom. v. 12. Wherefore, as by one 
Jo: 0 Man Sin entred into the 
„ World, and Death by 
A 85 Sin; and fo Death paſſed 
ok * upon all Men, for that 
Hall have ſinned. 
Alſo we are aura! G * 2111 
1 Chron, xxix. For we ate Strangers 
13. before thee, and Sojourn- 
1455 _ * ers, as were all our Fa- 
e thers: Our Days on the 
Earth are as a Shadow, 
XN - * and there is none abiding. 
Job xvi. 22. When a few Years are 
come, (it may be but 
| Days) then I ſhall go the 
„ Way whence T ſhall not 
: | 89 77 return. 
Then ſhall the Duſt 


in * return to the Earth as it 
Den 1 ns: On the * ſhall 
1 return 


ins ? * turn unto. God who 
| Wo 3 : 


And have we al: incurred the divine 
iſpleafure, and are we ſhortly to change 
Worlds? What will be the Conſequence of 
all this? Where will our Abode be when we 
30 off this earthly Stage? If we have a 
Hope that will not make us aſhamed, it muſt 
be in Jesus. Then let us view his Excellen- 
cy, his Love and — in theſe marked 


Paſlages. 


If. ix. * „For unto us a Child is 
N | * born, unto us a Son is 
* given, and the Govern- 
«© ment ſhall be on his 
_ 4 ſhouſders; and his Name 

<« 'ſhallt be called Wonderful, 
ce « Connſellor, the mighty 
“God, the everlaſting Fa- 

tber, the Prince of Peace, 
Luke ii, 77, 14. « Por unto you is born this 
Pay, in the City of Da- 
God a Saviour, which is 
« Clrift the Lord: Glory 

tc God in the higheſt, 
28 1 *« And on Earth | 
i «. Good-will towards Men. 
: 1 Matth, 


„ 
% 
62 


* 


Matth/xviii. 11. For the Son of Man is 
cc come to fave that which 
ho was loſt. 


2 cur. vii. 9. een Wee the Grace of 


te our Lord Jzsvs CnRIST, 
e that though he was rich, 
15 © « yet for your Sakes he be- 
- © came poor, that ye thro” 
© his FORny . * 
1946-44 fowes, © "op rich. 

Heb. ii. q, 10. We ſee Jesvs, wo 
© was made a little lower 
than the Angels, for the 
cc ſuffering of Death crown- 
e ed with Glory and Ho- 
e nour; that he by the 
Grace of God ſhould taſte 

ce Death for every Man. 
For it became him, for 
« whom are all Thin gs, 
« and by whom are all 

" a OS in bringing ma- 
cc ny Sons unto Glory, to 
make the Captain of os 
<« Salvation perfect through 

-_  < Sufferings. 

1 n 9, 10. For God hath not ap- 
1a, pointed us to Wrath; but 


cc to 


— 
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« to obtain Salvation by our 


Lord Jesvs CyR1sT, who 


Epbeſ. i 7 . | 
Col. i. 14. 


Rom. iii. 2 5, 26. 


died for us. 


ln whom we have Re- 


% demption through his 


_ « Blood, the Forgiveneſs of 


« Sins, according to the 


«© Riches of his Grace. 


0 In whom we have Re- 


« demption through his 


Blood, even the Forgive- 


<«« neſs of Sins. 

* Whom God hath ft 
<« forth to be a Propitiation, 
« thro' Faith in his Blood; 
ce to declare his Righteouſ- 


* neſs for the Remiſſion of 


* Sins that are paſt, through 
ec the Forbearance of God: 
ce to declare, I fay, at this 
ce time his Righteouſneſs ; 


e that he might be juſt, and 


Heb. x11. 12, 


« the Juſtifier of him which 
<« believeth in IR sus. | 
«© Wherefore Jzsus alſo, 


_ © that he might ſanctify the 


cc People with his OWL 
© Blood, ſuffered without 
ce the Gate. Rom. 


— nun — — 
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Nom. v. 8, eye 
: „ Love towards us, in that 


God commendeth his 


while we were yet Sin- 


4 nets, Chriſt died for us. 


8 Much more then being 
« nowjuſtified by his Blood, 
« we ſhall be faved from 


Wrath through him. For 


« if when we were Enemies, 


«<< we were reconciled to 


“ God by the Death of his 


* 8on: much more being 


* reconciled, we ſhalt be 
% ſaved by his Life, 
For ſuch an High- 


_« Prieft became us, who is 


w. 14, 15. 


© holy, harmleſs, unde filed, 


© ſeperate from Sinners, and 


* made higher than the 


« Heavens: 

Seeing then that we 
* Have a great High-Prieſt, 
e that is paſſed into the 
* Heavens, JIxsus the Son 
* of God, let us Rod faſt 


. 1 Profeſſion. For we 


© have not an High- Prieſt 


* « which cannot be touched 
with 


" * 
234 


1 ii. ct 18, 


„ o 
* : 
Vc 5 
k 5 f | Y 7 
7 
. 
N 


Phil. iii. 


* m Advanta. 65 


{54 


Hu 244 
Acts v. 3 I, : 


-with the Feeling of our 
Ignfirmities; but was in 
all Points tempted like as 
»<: we are, yet without Sin; 
« Whetefore in all things 
it behoved him to be made 


like utito his Brethren ; 


that he might be a mer 
ciful and faithful High- 
Prieſt, in things pertain- 


ing to God, to make Re- 


conciliation for the Sins 


of the People: for in that 


he himſelf hath ſuffered, 


being tempted, he'is able 
to ſuccour them that are 
- tempted. 


Him hath God exalt- 
ed with his Right-Hand 


to be a Prince and a Sa- 
viour, for to give Re- 


pentance to Iſrael, and 


Forgiveneſs of Sins. 
For our Converſation is 
in Heaven, from whence 


alſo we look for the Sa- 


viour, the Lord JEsus 
CHRIST: who ſhall 
* * change 


6 6 1 Chriſtianity 


© change our vile Body, 
- © that"it may be faſhioned 
e like unto his glorious Bo- 
© dy, according to the 
working whereby he is 
te able even to ſubdue all 

P Things unto himſelf. 
Heb. x. 37. For yet a little while, 
„„ 55 77157 16; and ae that ſhall come 
* will — and will not 


Happy b us ſinful Creatures! that we 
have ſuch a mighty Saviour to depend upon, 
for the Pardon of our Sins, for an Entrance 
into the Realms of Paradiſe at Death, and 
for a glorious Reſurrection of our Bodies un- 

to eternal Life. = 2 

O let us admire the Excellency and Affecti- 
on of our glorious Friend ; have ardent Love 
to him kindled in our Breaſts; repent, be- 
lieve, and live agrecable to his Goſpel, and de- 
pend on him for compleat Salvation. If we 
arefaithful, What may we notlook for from 


a a gracious God? To ſuch the richeſt Bleſſings 


are promiſed,” Let us take a view of ſome 
of them, marked by her who is entred into 
the * 5 | 


Pro- 
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brei to e to Duty, and fir 1 up- 


. Soul fo rejoice in. 
Fer. xxx. 214,᷑̃ͤ Who is this that en- 
W gaged his Heart to ap- 


MM. 67h unto me? faith 
te the Lord. And ye ſhall 
_ be my People, and I will 
Ti. xli. 10, 13. © Fear thou not, for I 
LEST am with thee: be not 

& diſmayed, for I am thy 

e God: I will ſtrengthen 

ee thee, yea I will help thee, 

e yea I will uphold thee 

*© with the right Hand of 

« my Righteouſneſs. For 

I the Lord thy God will 

© hold thy right Hand, 

« faying unto thee, Fear 

| «* not, I will help thee. 
Matth. xi. 28, _ © Come unto me (faith 
a Chriſt) « all ye that labour 
Sk « and are heavy laden, and 
1 will give you Reſt. 

7 „ Take my Yoke upon 

vou, and learn of me, 

1 * + 
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Jer. . 22. 


Fobn xiv, 21, 
2 7 


1a 8 xl. | 31 : | 


cc 


"of 
cc 


40 


cc 


cc 


— 
A 


for I am meek and lowly 


in Heart: and ye ſhall 


find Reſt unto your Souls. 
For my Yoke is eaſy, and 
my Burden is light.. . 
Return ye backſliding 
Children, and J will heal 
your Backſlidings 

He that hath my Com- 
mandments, and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth 
me: and he that loveth 


me ſhall be loved of my 
Father; and I will love 


him, and will manifeſt 
* myſelf to him. 
Man love me, he will 


If a 


keep my Words: and my 
Father will love him, and 


© we will come unto him, 


and make our Abode with 


him. 
<« They that wait upon 


the Lord ſhall renew their 


Strength: they ſhall 
mount-up with Wings as 


Eagles, they ſhall run 


and not be weary, and 


< they 


J 
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cc 


* 
e $ — * 
* 


they ſhall walk and not 


6 faint, 


Pal. xci. 14, ache 
| . 


cc 


„ 
(c 


cc 


7: $54 


cc 
CE: 
cc 
cc 


c 


* 


cc 
4 


Jobn x. 28. 


cc 


. ith 


* Becauſe he hach le bis 


Love upon me, therefore 
will I deliver him: I will 
ſet him on high, becauſe 


he hath known my 


Name. He ſhall call 
upon me, and I will 
anſwer him: I will be 
with him in Trouble, I 
will deliver him, and ho- 
nour him. With long 


Life will I fatisfy him, 


and ſhew him my Salva- 
tion. 


And I give unto them 


eternal Life (Chriſt ſpeak- 


ing of his People) and 


«Cc 
cc 


cc 


$11. 26, 


La) 


c 


NR 


* 


c 


: 


ce 


they ſhall never periſh, 
neither ſhall any pluck 


them out of my Hand. 
«© If any Man ſerve me, 
let him follow me; and 


and where I am, there 
ſhall alſo my Servant be: 
If any Man ſerve me, 
F 3 EN 


* him 
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e 


Revel. xxi. 6, 7. 


as 


ce” 


cc 


cc 
* 
* 


cc 


1 


Matth, v. d. 
Rev. ii. 10. 


Matth. x. 32. 


ec 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 


40 


him will my Father ho- 
nour. 

** 1 am Alpha and Ome- 
ga, the Beginning and 
the End: J will give un- 


to him that is athirſt of 


the Fountain of the Wa- 
ter of Life freely. He 
that overcometh ſhall in- 
herit all Things, and I 


will be his God, and he 
ſhall be my Son. 


< Blefled are the pure in 
Heart: for they ſhall ſee 
God. 

< Be thou faithful unto 


Death, and I will give 
| thee a Crown of Life. 


* Whoſoever therefore 
ſhall confeſs me before 
Men, him will I confeſs 
alſo before my Father 
which is in Heaven, 


And have we 9 great and precious 5 
miſes? What Praiſe is due to our God and 
Saviour? What undaunted Courage ſhould 
we diſcover i in the excellent Cauſe of Chriſti. 


anity ? 
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anity ? How inflamed ſhould be our Zeal for 
our Maſter's Honour? and with what ſolid 
Joy and Triumph ſhould we proceed in the 
Path to immortal Glory? 

Two Texts more from the rich Treaſure of 
God's Word, ſhall be all I ſhall mention of 
thoſe which this young Chriſtian marked. 
One particularly relates to thoſe in the 
Prime of Life ; whoſe Tabernacles are, what 
we call genteel, and yield a pleaſant Aſpect; 
and may I not ſay, to filence all Objections, 


that ſhe, whoſe Hands marked it, ſome what 


anſwered this Deſcription : But now where is 
it? mixed with common Duſt. Then ſure 
the Text is worthy, not of a Smile, but of a 

ferious Thought. It is this: $5 | 


Prov. xxxi. 30. © Pavour is deceitful, and 
«© Beauty is vain: But a 
«© Woman that feareth the 
<< Lord, the ſhall be praiſ- 

| ed. How adgorning is 

a Mind ne for God and Religion 


The other Text is that in the T itle-Page. 

| Phil iv. 8. „Finally, Brethren, 
© whatſoever Things are 
true, whatſoever Things 
«© are honeſt, - whatſoever 
BEN Things. 
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EM <1 Things are juſt, whatſo- 
e ever Things are pure, 
„ Wwhatſoever Things are 
lovely, whatſoever Things 
*< are of good Report; it 
<& there be any Virtue, and 


« jf there be any Praiſe, 
think on thoſe Things 


And are theſe Truths contained in our Bi- 
ble? Then I appeal to any Man, who will 
ſuffer Reaſon to ſpeak, Whether they are not 
the Excellent of the Earth, and in a happy 
State, who delight in God's Word, and walk 
by this Rule? And ſhall not we aſpire after 
Excellency and Happineſs ! ? Shall we not fol- 
low the Example of Her before us, in at- 
tending to the important Diſcoveries of the 
Will of opr Soyereign? 

But if any ſhould be apt to interpret her 
minding her Bible, to her minding nothing 
elſe; may I not guard againſt ſuch a Miſtake, 
by replying, I have heard her diſcover a Like- 
ing to her having ſpent ſome time in reading 
Hiſtory? Geography by Maps alſo had ſome 

of her vacant Minutes; and ſhe one Evening 
ſpeaking of her having read a ſmall Book re- 
lating to Philoſophy, ſeemed much pleaſed 
; with 


vi / 
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With that Science; and no wonder, when 


hereby a Mind rightly turned, may be eaſily 


led to admire the Perfections of the Great 
Creator. I only mention theſe thin gs, to 
ſhew ſhe made ſome Improvements in leſſer 
Matters; and is an Example (particularly to 
the Young) in this reſpect. What better Me- 
thod can the Voung and Blooming take, to 
be accepted of God, and to have the Eavour 
and good Will of Men, than to ſtudy their 
Bible wi.h a hearty Deſire to know and pra- 
Riſe the Will of their Maker, and to endea- 
vour to improve their Minds in things of an 
inferior Concern, to furniſh them for a plea- 
ſing, agreeable Converſation? How beautiful 
would Youth appear, if they would take ſuch 


| prudent Steps to be wiſe and happy? 


To go on: 
Her taking notice, in ber Diary; of the 
Subjet-matter of ſome Diſcourſes ſhe heard 


in the Houſe of God, is an Evidence that ſhe 


had higher Views in going there than Cuſtom, 


or to ſhew herſelf to the World. She was 


not of this Stamp; for ſhe liked Religion at 
Home, as well as at Church. This appears 


by a Hint in her Diary, that diſcovers ſhe 


. . of F . 1 
A Duty 


A Duty of great Importance, highly rea- 
fonable. But do the Families abound, who 
make Conſcience of practiſing with Regula- 
rity this becoming and advantageous Service ? 
Can the moſt High ſay of the major Part of 
the Heads of Families amongſt us, who have 

Goſpel Light ſhining around us, as he did of 
Abraham, I know him, that he will command 
his Children and hut Houfhold after him, and 
they ſhall keep the Ways of the Lord? And are 
not ſome, who are wiſer than to neglect keep- 
ing up the Service of God in their Houſes, 
too apt to be aſhamed to have it thought of 
them, that they leave Company at a reaſona- 
ble time at Night, that they may in a proper 
Seaſon ſpend ſome time with thoſe under 
their Charge, in reading the Word of God, 
and Prayer? Is this Chriſtian Courage? In- 
deed we have great Reaſon-to be aſhamed of 
Sin, but not of Religion. The Servants of 
Sin and Satan are bold in their Maſter's Cauſe, 
and ſhall the Chriſtian be a Coward ? Suffer 
me then to offer a few Thoughts on this 
Head, and, as far as is reaſonable, 
them: no further Favour do I deſire. 

May we not gather enough from the Old 
and New Teſtament, that ſhould make us 
, and deſirous to keep up the Worſhip 
of 
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of the moſt High in our Families, though 
not (as I fee) any Verſe of Scripture expreſfsly 
commands it. For if other Duties are neg- 
lected by an Omiſſion of Family-Worſhip, 
are we not faulty in neglecting this, We 
not particularly commandedꝰ 
Are we not to command our Children acl 
our. Houſhold after us, that they may keep 
the Way of the Lord? Is not this our Duty, 
- which God highly approved of in his Servant 
Abraham? * Does not Love to them require, 
that we make uſe of all proper Means, that 
the Principles of Religion and Virtue may be 
formed in their Breaſts, to influence them to 
a Life of Holineſs, that they may be happy ? 
And does not the Honour of the God of Hea- 
ven, and the Good of Society, require us to 
take care that our Children and Servants be 
quickened to fear and ſerve God, and to do 
their Duty to Mankind? Now, what Me- 
thod ſhall we take in order to our performing 
ſuch, incumbent Duty to Advantage? Every 
roper Step ſhould be taken; and the Word 
of God i is ſuitable for Low, and Prayer 
the way to obtain divine Grace, to have the 
Inſtructions. of his Word effectual to the 
bong of us up in Faith and Holinefs, And 


4 | is 
* Gen. xvũi. 19. 


our Cure; ad praying 75 Wich one 4 8 
per Step for us to take, who hive Families; 


that God may be honoured, and we and they 


improve in Knowledge and Holineſs? And is 


it not proper to redeem a ſmall Part of our 


Time in the Morning, as ſoon as we conve- 


niently can, for reading a Chapter, (or what 


elſe we ſhall approve of) and for Prayer with 


our Families, that we may enter upon our 
ſecular Employments in the Fear of God, 
diſcharge our Duty herein, and have his Fa- 


vour and Bleſſing; and in the Evening, that. 


we and our "Houſe may cloſe the Day with 


God, and be under the TN pu. of 1975 
ven? 


. Steps muſt be taken as well as this, 
to advance the Honour of God, the Welfare 9571 


of immortal Souls, and the good of Society; 
But is not this an 7m NN one for carrying 
on this grand Deſign?” | 

Let us but view our Bible, and ſee what 


Duties God has injoined us; and then 


judge whether we may live in the neglect of 
Family-Worthip with any Shew of Reaſon. - 

And if we will order our Affairs with Dif- 
cretion, and not prefer a Quarter of an Hout's 


Sleep to the offering up of a Morning Sa- 
crifice 


uw 
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_ with our Houſhold, nor ſtay out at 
Night till our Families (according to our 
oyyn impartial Judgment) ought to be in their 
Beds at Reſt; except ſomething of Conſe- 
| quence requires otherwiſe ; if Care was ta- 
ken in theſe Reſpects, Morning and Even- 
ing Worſhip” might be kept up in moſt Fa- 
milies without any Diſadvantage to their ſe- 
cular Employments. And if reading God's 
Word and Prayer with thoſe with whom we 
have a fair Opportunity for the Work, has a 
Tendency to honour God and do good; 
Shall the Indulgence of the Body with Sleep 
in the Morning, or with Diverſions and 
Company till Midnight, be preferred before 
it? Let us, before we allow ourſelves to in- 
dulge the Body to the neglect of this Work, 
enquire whether it is right: It being of the 
greateſt Importance to know. and practiſe 
the Will of our ſupreme Legiſlator. And a 
Judgment. to come, when we are, each of us, 
to/give'an Account oy our Ane is ro 
in. | 

As1 have juſt hinted of nag in the Mouth : 
ing; allow this Thought: How:pleafant- is 
the Morning to the contemplative Mind; 

to ſee the Sun ſhine forth with dazzle- 
15 een :diſperſing | the ſprinkled 
Dew 


D 2 420 
* 
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Dew | that | ſparkles through the Garden 
and the Field ? to hear the feathery Tribe 
ſing ſweet, and warble forth their Notes of 
Harmony; and to behold all Nature pre- 
pared for Action? How pleaſant is this Scene? 
well ſuited to kindle in the Breaſt, Praiſe to 
the great Creator and univerſal Lord. What 
are the Sparklings occaſioned by the Arts of 
Men at Midnight Entertainments, to the 
ſparkling Beauties of the ſunny Morning? 
but Day is turned to Night, and Night to 
Day, by ſome; and theſe perhaps may treat 
the Subject with Raillery: But all I aſk is 
this: Let Reaſon ſpeak. Say, Man, What 
Pleaſure, what Profit can ariſe in ſlighting 
Nature's Voice, to follow that of a corrupt- 
„ eee e e 
add: 

If any. ſhould want Courage, or-not ww 


made ſuch Proficiency in Prayer, as to be able 
to offer up one with their Families without a 
Set Form; or chuſe a Form of Prayer be- 
fore any other; Have we not ſome ready 
drawn up? May I not mention Mr. Jentss 
Book of Prayer as one proper for this Pur- 
poſe ? And we have ſeveral others. 
And as we may argue for Fam ily-Worſhip, 
as ĩt * * * a great Ten- 
| dency 


dency to improve the Mind, promote the 
and Blefling — — | 
votion Morning and Evening; and for ac- 


knowledging God at our Meals with Seriouſ- 
neſs of Mind, either ſecretly or publickly, as 
we ſee moſt convenient. Theſe Things have 
a happy Tendency: And ſhall we not endea- 


vour to improve Opportunities, watch to find 
out the propereſt Time for performing chem? 
And this Way we may argue for ſpending 
à little Time in Worſhip with our Families at 
Noon on a Lord's Day before we go to 
Church, that we may go wich Scriouſheſs, 
and have the divine Preſence and leſſing in his 
Courts, which is the Practice of ſome Chriſti- 
ans*, So likewiſe for attending an Sermons and 
Prayers in the Houſe of God on Week Days; 
and many other Things; the Fitneß r 
. N 22 er by the 
n 


* TEE RAY on a Sabbath may YES a very 
2 to eme Perſons; but hotvever this may 
be, ſeveral Chriſtians, no doubt, — 2 
neficial— and if their Cizcumſtances allow them to re- 
deem a quarter of an Hour for ſuch un Exereife; Way 
they not judge for theraſelves in this Master? Why - 
ſhould they be cenſured as being righteous over-much, by 
thoſe who do not approve of it, or whoſe Circumſtances 5 
will not admit of it ? 


ö 
ö 
| 


unbecoming Cenſures of one another? 


by 2 


+. 1 whetherit they do not hinder us 
from practiſing any Duty particularly com- 
manded, and * a * wands —_ _ 


| Us to do- 12 2 8 95 


And the proper 0 ne 0 ne aſt 


© like, God has left in a great Meaſure :to | 


Chriſtians to judge of for themſelves; yet has 


| given us [theſe Precepts for our Direction: 
Watch unto Prayer; pray without ceaſing; in 


every thing give thanks.” Labour not for the 
Meat that periſbeth, but for that which endures 


to everlaſting Lie. Seek firſt the Kingdom of 
God, aud his Righteouſneſs. Whether» you eat 
or drink, or whatever ye ab, do all to the Glo- 
y of God; and ſuch like Precepts. And if 
we will not watch to engage in ſuch a Work 
as ĩs proper to advance Chriſtianity,: are we not 


accountable to our great Lord for a Neglect? 
Then, as we are to judge for ourſelves, and 


before our own Maſter to ſtand or fall ; Of 
what Importance is it, that we pray and 
Watch, to know and do our Lord's Will ? 


And how careful ſhauld- we be to avoid all 
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* "pe Scriptures ſpeak in Favour 'ﬆ by 
Mb We Nag in ſeveral Places mention 
made of a Church 1 in the Houſe ;* ſome of 
Which may perhaps relate to Fatnily-Wor- 
ſhip. ; Says Jae As for. me and my Houſe, 
"Te 601 Il ſerve the Lord.” And Abraham i 18 
commended for his religious Care of his Fa- 
mil . 0 
"Vader the Law, $actifibes Mrnibg and 
Evening were to be offered 1 up. Theſe were 
reckoned proper Times then; and why not 
Winder the Goſpel for ſpiritual Vite, if 1 no 
' othet Duty forbids? 185 ſhould we not can- 
trive to have Opportunity for Work of ſuch 
Conſequence,” that we may be hibdered froth 
it as little as poffible. by any Duties particu- 
larly commanded ? Wiſdom here is profita- 
ble to direct. And the wiſe Chriſtian can 
have ſpent ſome time with his God in his 
Efoſet, read and prayed with his Family, and 


enter upon his temporal Buſineſs in a ptoper 
fitme;z when the Man that can indulge. $ 
drowly Fit, i8 kardly come down from his 
Chamber; and 'noth hg done for G Ani 
Religion, nothing donie for his own Soul : he 
Wants ume. Well . the EW , 
223 Be 


= 1 Ca. xi. 19. 22 Xvi. Cel iv. 45 Philan. 2. 
Tueſe Texts taken from Mr. Henry on this —_— | 
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Be ot ſlothful in Buſineſs, but fervent in Spi- 
ri, ſerving the Lord, I will only add under 
this Head, That where tuo or three are met 


t together i in our Saviour's Name, he has pro- 
miſed to be with them, and bleſs them. _—_ 


is not this Encouragement to find out Oppor- 
tunities, and improve them for praying with 


our Families? 


1 Famihy- Prayer or Worſbip is a reaſons 


| ble Employment. Does not conſtant Homage 


to a ſupreme Being highly become us, who 
have noble Capacities for this End? Have we 
our Beings from Goo, and every, Family- 
Bleſſing from him, an d depend on him for 


all; and ſhall we not 8 up our joint Pray- 
ers and Praiſes to him? This way the great- 


eſt and beſt of Beings is honoured, his Ser- 


vice kept up, and Diſcovery made that we 


fear the Lord our Maker, and are not aſha- 
med to profeſs ourſelves the Lord's Servants, 


And, Re] 
| $454 Exerciſe 1s very "advantageous. 


Hereby the whole Family has an Opportuni- 


ty of improving by the Word of God read, 


and the Petitions offered, up to him : They ; 
are put under the Care of 1 great Governor 


of the World, who particularly takes care of 
thoſe who TY to him with an in vpright Heart, 
me TL... 
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ab Eura 3 . 
arid nat truſt in him. And this way . 
ſpiritual Pleaſure and Delight. is to be enjoy 
ed. But here I ſtop, leaving it to the ſerious | 
Soul to judge of the Satisfaction and Joy that 
ariſes from nnn with the moſt High 
in his Service. 
To go on to *** Jepantell WY 
, Pity it was that ſhe had not publickly 4. 
vated herſelf to the Service of her Lord, by 
engaging in the delightful Ordinance of his 
Supper, whoſe hearty Deſires were to be his 
faithful Servant. | 
When ſhe was betwixt eighteen and nine- 
teen Vears of Age. ſhe made this Remark in a 
her Diary: © ——Read in Mr. Vincent's 
<< Book, where I was more inſtructed by 
e that Book concerning the Sacrament, than 
- «5 by any thing I had ever read before upon 
that Subject.“ This ſhews ſhe was not 
1 thoughtleſs of this Matter then. 
And in another place ſhe writes thus: 
Abr. 7. 1740. = Was ſeriouſly” admo- _ 
«, niſhed by a Friend to receive the Sacra- 
4 ment; but; alas! I am altogether unfit: 
o conſequently unfit to die. To my ſhame - 
* it is} I that em̃oy ſo many Privileges, live 
in a Chriſtian Land, and yet act ſo oppo- 
25 = and inconſiſtent to the Chriſtian Pro- 


nod 14 G 2 my « fefſion, 
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Devil is a hard Maſter to ſerue | Olhow 
does Satan ſometimes ſuggeſt to pious Minds, 


that they are too young For * cen 


| But rea we come to 3 of Diſcretion 
and are capable of chuſing for'ourſelves, can 
we too ſoon devote ourſelves publickly to the 


Service of our great Maſter? Then, the ſooner 
the better, to declare thus openly, we eſpouſe 


the Cauſe of Ixsus, and chuſe the LOT an 


our God. 


And what is wanting t to our piraddaig 1 
this ſpiritaal Banquet with Acceptance, if our 
Deſires are hearty to remember JESUS, and 
his rich Love, with Gratitude and Affection; 


and to accept of him, our deareſt Friend and 


Saviour, to inſtru, to govern, and to fave 
us? And that thus ſhe accepted of Chriſt in 
private, her own Words declare. Thus ſhe 
expreſſes herſelf: I have in Prayer this Day 
« given myſelf to Chriſt; and have taken 
<* him for my Lord, Maſter, and Saviour.” 
And in another place to the ſume Effect. 


Hberefore it is plain, that her Neglect of this 


Ordinance was not out of any Diſlike to 


Chriſt's Service, or that ſhe Engr e aber 


free from ——_—_ 4 Andau bog 21 
tes & £3 Then, 
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Ws not be diſcouraged through fear of Un- 3 — 4 


worthineſs, from attending on a Feaſt graci- 

ouſly inſtituted by their Friend and Saviour 
for their ſpiritual Comfort and Advantage; I 
ſhall take leave to ſpend ſeveral Pages on the 
important Subject, and venture to 7 of 
the Perſeverance of the ſincere Chriſtian. 
The ſolemn Charge which Chriſt has left 
us of partaking of Bread and Wine in Com- 
memoration of him, is in Zuke xxii. 19. 
This da in Remembrance of me. And what 
our Work is before we come to this Feaſt, is 
ſet to View in 1 Cor, xi. 28. But kt a Man 
examine himſelf, and fo let bim eat of that 
Bread, and drink of that Cup. Our Buſineſs 
therefore is to examine ourſelves, and then to. 
come to the Supper of our Lord to remember 
him. Here this Queſtion will naturally ariſe, 
What is the proper Subject of Examination 
by which to try myſelf, whether I may come 
to this Solemnity ?. + is not the following 
Anſwer natural, and agreeable to Scripture ? 
That, as my Work is to remember Chriſt, 
when I come to his Supper, I am to enquire 
whether I have a ſuitable: Diſpoſition of Soul 
for ſuch Work: For if I have a proper Dif- 
N to remember Irsus, which is the Ve. 
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ry End and Deſign of the Inſtitution ; ſure I 


may come, caſting off anxious Fear of being 
an unworthy Communicant, and with Joy 


engage in the ſolemn Feaſt. 


Now let us take a View, Wb ate 


ing Chriſt at his Supper implies in it, that the 
Way may be N for Self- examination. 


And, 


I. This 99 . in it, a 
View of the Excellency of Chriſt's Perſon, 


his Sufferings and Death. A Sight of Him as 


the Son of God, the Lord of all, ſuffering 
and bleeding in the human Nature, and with 


Pain and Agony expiring on a Croſs. A 
Sight of the innocent and humble JESUS 
treated with cruel and barbarous Rage; and 


with freſh bleeding Wounds, and bitter Sor- 


rows breathing out his Soul. The Bread bro- 


ken and the Wine poured forth, is to repre- 


ſent a broken, bleeding Ixsus; that he, who 
is now alive, ſuffered and died; and in this 
Character we are to remember him. 
But are our Thoughts to ſtop here? Are 


we to mix no other Views with Chriſt's Suf- 


ferings and Death? Is his amazing Pity, his 


| unparallel'd Love, and Generofity all divine, 


ſufficiently; diſcovered in juſt beholding that 
. ent * for whom, — of 
* 2 # _ the. 
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the great Ends | 05. ou a Death? No: 
therefore, | 
2. We are /to Manner Chriſt as Iyhg for 
Sinners, and as the Purchaſer of the richeſt 
Bleſſings. We are to behold him as the great 
Mediator betwixt a holy God and us corrupt 
Creatures, who has made Peace by the Blood 
of his Croſs; as the Purchaſer of pardoning 
Mercy, fanRifying Grace, and immortal 
Glory ; that we may be holy, and have Fa- 
vour and eternal Life through him. We are 
to view him as ſuffering, the Juſt for the 
Unjuſt, that he might bring us unto God; 
as dying, to fave us from our Sins, and to 
purchaſe us unto himſelf a peculiar People 
zealous of good Works; and to behold him 
alive, mighty to fave returning Sinners. But 
can we be ſaid, properly and in a right manner, 
to remember Ix sus, tho we have Views of 
the dying Love of the great Redeemer of 
Mankind, if our Souls are not ſomewhat 
ſuitably influenced thereby? Therefore, 
3. A proper Remembrance of Chriſt muſt 
imply in it, Thoughts of his Love, with Af- 
fection to him, and hearty Deſires to be 
faithful in his Service. A Sight of him with 
high Eſteem; accounting him the chiefeſt of 
ten thouſand, and altogether lovely, truly ex- 
2 G 4 cellent 


dent in bimſelf, and eus y Way ſuitable ts 
rule and fave us; and that he, by his Love, 
has laid us under the ſtrongeſt, the moſt en- 
dearing Obligations to live unto him. A 
View of him with Sorrow coming from our 
Hearts; that Jesvs has had no more of our 
Love, and that his Compaſſion has no more 
conſtrained us to live to his Honour: and 
with unfeigned Deſires to be intereſted in his 
Favour; to have our Sins pardoned, and to 
have eternal Life 8 ugh Ys Alſo 
Thoughts of Jzsus with 9 — Deſires 
to be freed from Sin, and made holy, as well 
as to have our Iniquities forgiven through. 
him. This Remembrance implies in it, a 
Proſpect of the Redeemer, with hearty De- 
fires to be conformed. to his Goſpel, to per- 
ſevere i in his Service, and to be faithful unto 
Death, Whatever Oppoſition we may have 
in our Way; z with a Soul determined by di- 
vine Grace to continue in his Service, and not 
on a — to renounce the Cauſe and 
INtereſt of Jzsvs ; and with a Perſuaſion of 
Mind that he is 4 compleat Saviour, ſuch a 
ane as we ſtand in r willing ang * 
farous to be ſaved by him. 

Des not the Remembrance + 


og ad require ſome 9 of 2 


Diſcoveries, 4 Parfimfion- of hy Truth * 
them, and Sincerity of Heart in Religion? 
If my Heart is not right, how can I expect 
to meet with Acceptance; for will God accept 
the inſincere? If not accepted, Can I be a, 
worthy Communicant ; for ſhall not ſuch be 
accepted? and if not fitted to be a worthy Com 
municant, ought I to come till I am? When 
the Apoſtle to the Corinthians bids them o 
examine themſelves, that they might not come 
unworthily. They were not to come unwor- 
thily, and ſhall I be careleſs in this Matter? 
Ihe way now is open for advancing three 
Heads of Examination; by which we may 
try ourſelves, whether we are ſincere Chri- 
ſtians, and have a proper Diſpoſition of Soul 
wrought in us to remember dig at * 
Supper. And. 

1. JIEsus, and him Speier i is to be re. 
member d at his Sup pper. And do I know, 
and am I perſuaded in my om Mind, that 
Issus is the Chriſt, the Son of the living 
God, the Lord of all? That he abode ſome, 
time in this World, declaring the Will of his 


Father to Mankind, ſetting to View the Path, 


to heavenly Joys, and working Miracles tru- | 
ly excellent; and that he went through ſharp, 

_ bitter — and at laſt was crucifi., 
„ 
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ed; but is now alive, and lives for evermore ? 
Have I ſuch a Knowledge of the Scriptures, 
as to know theſe things, and to believe them 
as true? If I have, I can take a View of them 
at Chriſt's Supper, and in this IT temem⸗ | 
ber him. Further, : 
2. For whom Chriſt died; and' mee at* 
of the Ends of his Death, is implied im 4 
fuitable Remembrance of him. And am E 
convinced that Iꝝsus was delivered for our” | 
Offences, and raiſed again for our Juſtificati- 
on; that he offered up himſelf a Sacrifice of 
a ſweet ſmelling Savour acceptable to God, 
and by the Blood of his Croſs made Peace; 
that he undertook the Cauſe of fallen Man, 
and is a compleat Saviour, able to ſave to the 
uttermoſt all that come unto God by him? 
Do I give Credit to Chriſt's being a Mediator 
betwixt God and Man, and that through him 
it is that we have Grace and Mercy, and eter- 
nal Life? If 1 aſſent to the Truth of theſe 
things, and believe that for ſuch Ends Chriſt. 
died; I can remember him at his Supper as 
the Sinner's Saviour, and the TIE: of 
rich Bleſſings. And, 
3. The Remembrance to be exerciſe ﬆ 
the Lord's Supper requires Love and Grati- 


tude. And am 'T diſpoſed. to remember Je- 
3 sus 
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sus with Love? What Effects has his OE 
neſs upon me? Do I account Jesvs truly ex- 
cellent, the chiefeſt of ten thouſand, and al- 
together lovely, and eſteem him an amiable 
Saviour? Do I account the Bleſſings he has 
purchaſed of great Worth; that the Favour - 
of God, Grace to be holy, and a Manſion in 
Heaven, are ſuperior to the things of this 
World? And had J rather be holy, and have 
the Favour of my God, and have but little 
of this World, than be ſurrounded with earth 
ly Riches and Honours, and be deſtitute of 
the Favour of God? Do I ſee that I am a 
finful Creature; who ſtand in need of a Savi- 
our; and am I forry that I have ſinned? 
And does my Sorrow ariſe from a Senſe that 
Bin is an evil thing, contrary to the Will of 
God? Do I grieve for my Sins, ' becauſe they 
are offenſive to the Majeſty of Heaven? And 
as Chriſt came to bleſs Mankind in turning 
them from their Sins; am I deſirous to be 
cleanſed from all Iniquity ; to have my Con- 
verſation and walk agreeable to the Goſpel 
Rule, and to perſevere in Chriſt's Service, 
whatever Difficulties I may meet with in my- 
way:? Do I fo approve of Chriſt to be my 

Lord, as to like and chuſe to be his Servant; 
and to be determined that I' will not reject. 
580 Chriſt 
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Chriſt for my Maſter, but will be for ever his 
Servant, by divine Aſſiſtance? Have I my 
Mind bent this way, rather to die for the 
fake of Ixsus, than to quit and give up the 
Service of ſo good a Maſter, and prove un- 
faithful? And is my Hopes of preſent Peace, 
and of future Bleſſedneſs, built on the Merits 
of the great Redeemer of Mankind? 
Theſe Queſtions are plain; and can we 
anſwer them? Let us aſk ourſelves; Do we 
believe CxR1sT JESus is really what he profeſ- 
ſed himſelf to be, the Son of God, and Saviour 
of the World? Are we ſorry for Sin after a 
godly Sort, as it is offenſive to the moſt High, 
and incurs his Diſpleaſure? Have we Deſires 
after Holineſs, that we may pleaſe and ho- 
nour God? And is it our Choice, and the 
Determination of our Souls, by the Grace of 
God aſſiſting us, to continue in his Service; 
and not to reject the Religion of Jxsvs, and 
engage in a contrary Intereſt? Is it our Will, 
our Choice, to be conformed to the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and to be ſtedfaſt and immovea- 
ble in his Service? And do we look for Bleſ- 
fings through Ixsus? If we can anſwer ſuch 
important Heads of Enquiry, it plainly ſhows 
Chriſt has our Hearts, and that we are ſincere 
PIP may 
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may we not come to the Supper of our Lord, 
to behold his Love, to expreſs our Deſires, 
and to devote ourſelves to his Service? Is not 
the Diſpoſition of our Souls ſo ſuitable to this 
Solemnity, as that we can remember I Ess, 
which is what is required; and if we can, 
Why may we not come to remember him 
„ But may not ſome pious Soul, through 
Fear of Unworthineſs; be apt to ſay; I have 
ſinned! and have not my Repentings kind- 
led, my Faith lively, and my Love inflamed, 
as inight reaſonably be expected from me: 
beſides, - I have not ſo much Time for pre- 
paring for this ſolemn Ordinance as J could 
be glad of; and Is it likely that 1 ſhould be 
_ worthy Communicant ? I anſwer ; Are our 
| Gfaces languid, and ſhould we not come to 
4 quickning Ordinance, that they may revive 
and flouriſh, and we be animated in Religi- 
on by the Love and Grace of Ixsus? And 
as to our multiplied 'Tranſgreffions, Why 
mould they hinder? For if we come with ſuch 
| bad 2 — 'of —. as s Has been mention- 


any of 
| eee "Nd as to actual 4 Aren 
rents; by ſuitable Prayers, Medita- 


tion 
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and bleſſed ?. Indeed, by a Neglect of actual 
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tion and Examination, every Chriſtian is to 

judge for himſelf; for this is not particularly 
commanded, but left to our own. Judgment 
to ſpend more or leſs Time therein, as we ſee 
proper and have Opportunity. And ſuppoſe 
particular commanded Duties (as Acts of 
Mercy, &c.) ſhould require my Attendange 
till the Time for publick Worſhip and my en- 
gaging in this ſolemn Ordinance comes on; 


Shall I neglect it who am habitually prepared 


to remember Ixsvs at his Supper, becauſe I 
had no Time for actual Preparation, which 
was no further my Duty than as I; had Op- 
Portunity? But ſuppoſe I have neglected. to 
improve Opportunities for actual Preparation, 
(which is of Advantage for our coming with 
Life to this facred Feſtival) Is not this my 
F ault? And ſhall I neglect ſuch an excellent 


| Service as remembring Jesvs. at his Table, 
| | becauſe of a former Fault? or ſhall I come 
frrepenting, come heartily deſirous to think of 


Chriſt's Love, and to devote myſelf to his 
Service, that I may be pardoned, accepted 


Preparation for Sacraments, (and Sabbaths 
alſo) as we have Opportunity, much Pleaſure | 
and Benefit may be loſt, (which ſhould make : 


us very careful to improve Opportunities) yet 
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we may come to the Supper of our Lord; 
for if we come ſingepely, we ſhall be accept» 


ed; and though-xe. have. been, guilty of a 
former Negle&, the Ordinance. N be en · 
gaged in with Sincerity. 


Then, if we can anſwer the foregoin g Par- 


ticulats, May we not come to the Supper of 
our Lord to engage in the honourable de- 
lightful Work of remembring Ixsus? And 


not only ſo; for may we not alſo conclude 


upon a ſolid Foundation, that we are inter- 
eſted in the heavenly Inheritance, and that 


the Joys of. Paradiſe belong to us? 


Here it is plain what I am going to dk | 


of; but before I proceed, I would obſerve; 


if, to us, the Doctrine of the Perſeverance of 


the ſincere Chriſtian has Reaſon on its ſide 


ſuperior to a contrary Opinion, let it be credi- 


ted; that the good Man may look upon Hea- 
ven as his —— and be ſure of getting 


fafe there, and not- ſuffered fo to fall as fi- 


nally to periſh, _ 


1 


If Reaſon and Scripture: * to ena to 


be equal on both Sides, (ſuppoſing they have 


impartially examined; for if we do not ex- 


amine into Things, What can we know of 


them ?) then this Doctrine is not wholly to be 
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Fed by ſuch: For have we a Right to re- 
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reaſonable; yet I do not fay It is unreaſonabls 
to be diſpleaſed with a Man (whom we ax 


nf, TION 


5 ject any ching as Wong, which we ate ft 


en in our O. Minds is wrong? 
But if little or no Nedrdif and Scripture on 


Its ſide appears to others, (who impartially ex- 


amine the matter) afe they to give Credit to 
it? No.” Certainly, we are A pray, and 


examine into things, that we may have Lig tht; 


and to believe according to the Light "is 
have, and not according to the Sentiments of 
others. Is not this highly becoming us as 
Men, and as Chriſtians? Then, where is the 
Reaſon for falling out; even for being dif- 


pleaſed with one another for differing in Jade: 


nt? Here do not miſtake me; for though 
1 ſay, to be diſpleaſed with an impartial In- 
quirer after Truth for his Sentiments, is un- 


# 


prehend thinks wrong) becauſe he will not 


think at all, but will take every thing upon 


Truft : But even in this Caſe; let our #1 ble. 
wy ariſe from Pity, and from Love. © 
As to the Head of Perſeverance, I have to 
offer the followin ag Thoughts to Collfiders: 
tion, which — me in the Belief of it: 
But that "which is Evidence to vie, . may not 
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be fv to another. However, that we may 


have our Faith built upon Reaſon and Goſpel 


Light, let us throw afide Prejudice, and be 


impartial in our HI after Truth in every 


Caſe. 


If I was to mid Objedtions t the Do- 
ctrine, of no ſincere Chriſtian's ever finally 
falling away, I would mention that Paſſage 
in the ſixth of the Hebrews.* I would alſo 
mention the Departures of ſeveral from the 


good Ways of the Lord, who have made 


great Profeſſions of Religion. But theſe and 
other Objections I leave to be examined into; 


only would obſerve, May not a Man anſwer 
the Apoſtle's. Deſcription, and want that 


hearty Deſire to be holy, and that full De- 
termination of Soul, by divine Grace, to per- 
ſevere in Religion, which Sincerity includes 
in it? And may not ſome make pompous 
nn without being fully determined 

H to 


as A that I am for the Chriſtian's s giving up the 


leaſt Doctrine he is perſuaded is true: No, let him ſtand 
up for each with Boldneſs and Courage ; but inſtead of 
Prejudice, Heat and Paffion ſwaying, let Reaſon en- 
lightned by Revelation ſway, Neither let any think, be- 


cauſe I thus ſpeak, that I am wavering in my Sentiments 


about the Doctrine before us: No; for I am fully per- 


| fuaded in my own Mind of the Truth of it; ye et I deſire 
nas 


to have. my Mind lie open to e til 
a State of Imperfection. Sp: 


* Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. 
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- * to rather die, than remove their eee n 
„ 
I qgo on to the Subject: Can we der 
the Particulars foregoing relating to the Lord's 
Supper ; and does not ſuch Purity of Heart 
diſcover, that we belong to the Family of the 
moſt High ? Is a high Eſteem. of Chriſt, 


hearty Deſires to be holy, and a Determina- : 
tion of Soul, by divine Help, to perſevere in 
the Service of the God of Heaven, a Mark 


of our being the Servants of God, or Servants 
to a contrary Maſter? Have the Servants of 


Sin and Satan ſuch a Diſpoſition of Soul 
wrought in them? Do we approve of, and 
chuſe to walk in the Path of Piety and Vir- 


tue, that leads to the heavenly State of Per- 


| fection; not juſt to make a Shew of Religi- 
on, but to do the Will of God, to honour 


; him, and to meet with his Acceptance? Do 
we deſire above all things to pleaſe the Lord 


: . our Maker, and to have an Intereſt in his Fa- 
vour and Friendſhip? And is not this the 


Temper of his Children? And may we not 
conclude, that we belong to his Family, and 
ſhall have the Inheritance of Sons? 1f Chil- 
dren, then Heirs; Heirs of God, and joint 
Het rs woe Chrj 1 And what does this i in- 


clade 
.® | Rom, vii. 17. —_ 


E w 
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clude leſs than having God for our God, and 
compleat Felicity in the Ken, State of 


Perfection? 
Again; Is not ſuch a Diſpoſition of Soul 


Pn in us, the Work of the bleſſed Spi- 


tit? A Work that fits us to enjoy Communi- 
on with God here below; and that is a Pre- 
paration for the delightful Work of Heaven: 
And will God in ſome good degree fit us on 
Earth for the Enjoy ment of himſelf, and not 


carry on his Work unto Perfection? 
Am !] ſincere in Religion to day, and 

| heartily repent of my Sins, and exerciſe a 

lively Faith in Jesvs; and may all this Fit- 


neſs for Heaven come to nought, and I be 
left to periſh? or will God grant his Grace, 
that his faithful Servants may not finally miſ- 


carry? The Apoſtle to the Philipprans * de- 


clares, that he was confident that he which had 
begun a good Work in them, would perfect it 


until the Day of Chriſt. And may we not 


be confident of this with reſpect to ourſelves, 
if now we have the Marks of God's Chil- 
dren? And does not the Apoſtle Peter ſpeak 
of Saints. being kept by the Power of God 
through Faith unto Salvation? + Kept by the 
Power f God ! Joyful Sound, for the true 

i Chriſtian 

® PAL. i. 6. + +Pe-L £« 
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* to have a Power ſuperior to his own n 
to depend upon ! 
Again; Has not Chriſt made this Decla- 
ration in his Word, that bleſſed are the fore 
in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God? * FY 
And does not the Apoſtle to the Demons 
thus argue: If when we were. Enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the Death of his Son ; 
much more being reconciled, ue ſhall be ſaved 
by his Life ? Will Chriſt die, that we might 
be brought near to God? and ſhall we be 
brought into a State of Friendſhip with him, 
have our Hearts right with our Maker, and 
have his Favour ; and will not the Interceſſi- 
on of Chriſt prove effectual to our continuing 
in the Love of God, that we may have com- 
pleat Salvation? 
And Chriſt, Geka of his. Sheep, fays, 
T give unto them eternal Life, and they ſhall 
never periſh ; neither ſpall any — them out 
of my Hang. + 

Further, If our Wills and the Determina- | 
tions of our Souls are for God, to perſevere in 
his Service, and to be faithful unto Death; is 
not this likely to biaſs to a Life of Holineſs, 
that leads to immortal Glory? 

Matth. v. 8. + John x. 28. 


w. O 
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Our Saviour fays, Every good Tree bringeth 


. forth good Fruit; but a corrupt Tree bringeth 


forth evil Fruit.* If the Mind is corrupt, 
will not that biaſs the Creature to a wrong 


- Courſe of Action? If the Mind is purified, 
will not that biaſs to a Life of Holineſs? 


Therefore if the Heart is right with God, may 


we not be ſure the Life is ſomewhat right, 


the Biaſs being right? Though indeed through 
remaining Corruption within, Temptation 
and ſeveral Accidents without, the Biaſs in 


the good Man is ſometimes overpowered to 


racter ; but does not the right Biaſs ſtill re- 
main, though Temptations for the preſent 
cauſe it to lie dormant and unaQtive ? | 
Suppoſe a Man aſleep, free from Dreams, 
without any imaginary Ideas paſſing in his 
Mind ; is the Faculty of thinking, and the 
natural Biaſs he had to that when awake, 
quite extirpated, becauſe by Sleep it lies dor- 
mant, and has no Effect upon him to ſway 
him to any Action? And may not the Chri- 
ſtian's Love to his God, and Biaſs to pleaſe 
him, ſtill continue in him, though Tempta- 
tions ſo overpower this right Biaſs, as that 
for the preſent it ceaſeth to act? Is not the 


H 3 natural 
Mm Matth. vi. 17. 
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8 n Biaſs to thinking wrought 1 in us by 0 
Dod? And does the Principle of Love to 
God, which is a Biaſs to ſway us to do his 


Will, come by Chance? Is it not wrought 


by the bleſſed Spirit in a way agreeable tothe 


natural Powers in Man, without any Force 
upon him, he being a free Agent, and an ac- 
countable Creature? ' And cannot the moſt 
High as eaſily maintain this in the Chriſtian 


| under "Temptation, as the Faculty of think- 
ing in the Man aſleep? And if he ſupports it, 


what can extirpate this Principle of Love to | 
God, this right Biaſs out of the Soul? Tem- 


ptations may for ſome time cauſe it to ceaſe 


to act, and make it to lie dormant, but they 


: cannot remove the Principle while Gqd ſup- 


ports it : Therefore if it is removed, muſt not 


God firſt withdraw his ſupporting Hand! P 


And will he withdraw this, and ceaſe. to 


maintain his own Work, while a Will to 
Pleaſe and honour him remains in the Chri- 


ſian ? And can this Will ceaſe, till he ceaſes 


to ſupport the right Biaſs wrought in him? 


Can we imagine, when Peter denied his 


Lord and Maſter, and thus ſhamefully fell, 


that the Principle of Love to Chriſt in kin 
before, was now quite extirpated, and all 


Win, all this BiaG to pleaſe his Maſter quite 


gon 95 
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ache; | becauſe overcome by Tem ptation? ? or 


rather, Is it not reaſonable to think, that 


though his Love did not at this time influence 


Him, yet it ſtill was ſupported in him by the 
good Spirit; ;and afterwards by his Aids gain- 
ed freſh Vigour, rouſing him to repent * ? And 
if hearty Repentance is exercifed, is not Par- 
don ſure, through the Merits of the great Re- 


deemer? Here I will juſt add this Thought > | 
Suppoſe I highly eſteem and love a kind and 55 


tender Friend, and am biaſſed hereby to 


pleaſe and honour him, not only for the Be. | 


nefit I receive by his Kindneſs to me, but al- 
fo for his real Excellence, and out of a Senſe 
of Duty; but by and by a Temptation over- 
comes, that I act a very wrong Part towards 
him; will this prove that all my Value for 
my Friend, and Affection to him, and Will 
to pleaſe, is quite extirpated, becauſe a Tem- 
ptation for the preſent overpowered me? If 
Love is fincere, is this likely to be the Caſe? 
But if I love any only becaufe I can ſerve my 
ſelf by them (if this deſerves the Name of 
Love) this is likely, when my End is anfwer- 
ed, to fly and vaniſh. Sordid Souls may be 
content with this Shadow of Love; the ge- 
nerous Mind has his Riſe higher; and the 
Principle of Love in the ſincere Chriſtian to 

H4 his 
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| © his God, which is wrought in him by the 


bleſſed Spirit, is of a noble Kind; and "wall 
it not endure? - 

But how the Holy Spirit e upon oh 
Minds of Men, I preſume not to pry into; 
the Mind bloweth where it lifteth, and thou 
heareſt the Sound thereof, but canſt not tell 
whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth ; ſo is 
every. one that is born of the Spirit. Is the 
thing leſs certain, becauſe too high for our 
weak Minds to fathom.? Do not the Effects 
produced by the Wind declare that it blows? 
And do not thoſe produced by the bleſſed 
_ . W he works pon the! n 


5 1 bon 1 have taken leave to eee that 
ſincere Chriſtians: may come with Hopes of 
Acceptance to the Lord's Supper; and that 
they may rejoice in hope of never-ending 
Happineſs within the Veil. And as the fore- 
going Heads of Inquiry relate to the! ce 
that we judge of our Siricerity hereby, and 
not by the Life, it may not be improper to 
add a few Words of wn Reaſonablenek of 
this 505 of Judging.” 
2413" pres pO ETA HER FE | wo IF 
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mined by ſuperior Aid for God and Religion, 
is it poſſible but that this ſhould affect the 
Life, and Influence to Holineſs? And where 
can be the Damage of judging by the Heart, 
when the Fruit cannot but be eſſentially good, 
according to the Goodneſs of the Tree, how- 
ever Accidents may damage it? But if the 
ſincere, Chriſtian, who aſpires after Perſecti- 
on, and follows after Holineſs, | judges by the 
Life, what is ſometimes the Conſequence? 
He beholds himſelf a corrupt, degenerate Crea- 
ture, frequently offending his God and Savi- 
our; that he makes little Advances in the 
Chriſtian Temper and Walk, to what might 
reaſonably be expected from him; that he is 
guilty of much amiſs in religigus Exerciſes, 
and does thoſe things that he ought not to do, 
and frequently leaves undone thoſe things 
that he ought to perform; which makes him 


ready to fay, Can ſuch a Sinner as I am be 
ſincere? Will God have mercy upon me, and 


ing unſuitably to the Goſpel Rule? What 
Ground have I to hope to ſee the Lord, and 


to be a Partaker of the Joys of Paradiſe, Who 


make ſuch poor Attainments in Holineſs ? 


Sure the Ordinance of the Lord's Supper is too 
great 
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great a Privilege for me to engage in; and 
what if I ſhould eat and drink Bannmötten to 


myſelf, how deplorable and dreadful wil my 
Caſe be for ever? Thus ſome pious Souls may 


be apt to argue, if they jadge of their Since- 


rity by their Lives, and go on in their way to 
Heaven diſconſolate, when they are of the 
Lord's Family, and Heirs to a rieh Inheri- 
tance on high. But if they judge of their Sin- 
cerity by their Hearts, this ae in a * 
meaſure be happily prevented. 
Some may reply, Is this a way of jndping? | 
Then, if my Heart is right, I may n as 1 
will, for I am ſure to get to Heaven. 
Sirs, if you are ſincere, may I not ſay y you 
are ſafe? But then your Wills cannot but turn 
this way, to live to the Honour of your God; 
if ſuch a Will be wanting, where is your 
Sincerity But inftead of the true Chriſtian's 
arguing for a Liberty to fing * rather” will : 
be his Language: | 2 
Am I a Partaker of divine Dries; ard have 7 
a good Work begun in my Soul, which will 
be carried on unto Perfection? Aſtoniſhing 
Compaſtion ! What Praiſe is due to my God? 
What Love to my great Redeemer? How 
ſhall I find Words to expreſs ſuch rieh and 
ſurpriſing Grace and Love as is exerciſed to- 
1 wards 
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wards me?! L am lit in Adairation [that Fa 


vours ſo incomprehenſible ſhould be confer- 
red on ſuch a ſinful Wretch as I am; What 
Returns can I make for ſuch Favours, all di- 
vine? My Heart, my Life, my All, ought 


to be devoted to my God ; and was I capable 


of rendering more, all is due, infinitely due 
to him. What Duties ſhall I reckon too dif- 
ficult to do ? What Sufferings ſhall I reckon 
too ſharp to go through? Sure none; that I 
may honour my heavenly Father and Friend, 
meet with his Acceptance, and get ſafe to his 


bliſsful Preſence above. Shall I offend ſach 
a Being? How aggravated the Crime! And 


yet I am daily acting contrary to his Will 
and Pleaſure; and will my God pardon my 
Sins, and ſhow me Favour, through Ixsus? 
How aſtoniſhing is his Compaſſion ! how a- 
dorable his Grace! Humble thyſelf, O my 
Soul, that you are continually ſinning againſt 
ſuch a kind and merciful Being; earneſtly 
ſupplicate for Forgiveneſs, and Grace to be 
faithful unto Death; and rejoice that you 
have ſuch a compleat Redeemer as JIESus, 
through whom IJ am intereſted in all this 
Love; and on his Merits conſtantly depend. 

Somewhat like this will be the Language of 
the Sincere, inſtead of faying, If my Heart 
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| "Wy ive; 1 may live at random : He deſires to 
be holy, as well as to get fafe to Heaven. 
Then let us with Seriouſneſs and Impar- 
tiality judge of the Diſpoſition of our Souls by 
the foregoing Particulars; not paſs them over 
in the Lump, afraid to know what fort of 
Hearts ours are. Why ſhould we be loth to 
be tried? Why diſlike a Scrutiny ? If our 
Hearts are bad, is it not the beſt way to 
| know it, that we may importunately pray to 
have them mended, and not have our Doom 
with the Hypocrite? A Scene all dreadful, 
and full of Horror But if our Hearts are 
right with God, ſhould we not be willing to 
know that they are ſo; that our Praiſes may 
aſcend to the God of all Grace, for purifying 
_ theſe Hearts of ours, which are naturally cor- 
n. that we may come with Delight to the 
Supper of the Lamb, to remember all his Sor- 
roy for our Purification and Joy, and be af- 
fected with redeeming Love, be eſtabliſhed i in 
the Service of our Maſter, and have our Minds 
filled with ſolid Peace and elevated Pleaſure ? 
Now ſuffer me to conclude this Head 
with obſerving, that though I plead up 
for making Trial of our Sincerity only by the 
Uprightneſs of our Hearts, that we may not 


think ourſelves unfit for the facred Feſtival 
— 


* 
N . 
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appointed by Chriſt, when we may and ought 
to come rejoicing ; and that we may not 
doubt of the divine Favour and eternal Life, 
when theſe rich Bleſſings belong to us: yet 
when we come to judge of our Improvements 
in Religion (which ſure frequently becomes 
every true Chriſtian) here, what Rules can be 
too ſtrict and too extenſive? As Sincerity and 
high Attainments in Religion are two diffe- 
rent things, they require different Rules, in 
order to our paſling a right Judgment on our 
ſelves, (for there are many ſincere, good Per- 
ſons, who will get ſafe to Heaven, who have 
made but low Attainments in the noble Ser- 
vice of Ixsus to what ſome others have done: ) 
then, in this Caſe, let us view the Strength 
of our Faith, the Ardency of our Love to our 
God and Saviour, the Heighth of our Devo- 


tion in Acts of Worſhip, — the Holineſs of 


our Lives; and judge of theſe things by the 
ſtricteſt Rules in our Bible, and by the high- 
eſt Attainments others have made in the 
Chriſtian Life. Here let Perfection be our 
Standard; that we may ſorrow for Sin not on- 
17 heartily, but with a very deep and affect- 
ing Senſe of our Diſingenuity and baſe Ingra- 
titude to our God and Saviour; that we may 
be quickened to pray with Fervency for di- 
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vine Mercy and Grace,” and with Heights of - 
Love pay Homage to him, who is infinitely 
worthy of our beſt Affections and Services; 
and be animated to proceed in- our Chriſtian 


_ Courſe with Activity and Courage, with Con- 


ſtancy and Delight ; and always to eye Chriſt 
as our Refuge, the only and mighty Saviour, 
and to have all our Hopes of Happineſs built 


on his Merits. As I ſhould take proper Me- 
_ . thods to know. whether my State is ſafe ; 
' ſhould not J alſo take every proper Method to 


ſuppreſs all Slothfulneſs in the Matters of my 


God, and to rouze me to act the Heroe in : 


Chriſtianity ?. to exert all the Powers of my 


Soul in the Service of my Great Maſter ?. and 
1. preſs on with inflamed Love and burning 


Zeal (according to Knowled Wy. in the Road 


| þ to the heavenly Manſions ? | 


And this leads us to take a more particular 


1- View of the Path ſhe proceeded in in her Re- 
. tirements, who has done with the Difficulties 
of the Pilgrim Traveller, and is at Reſt in her 

Heavenly Fathers Home. When below, 

bo deeply was her Soul affected with a Senſe 

of Sin? This was her Burthen, this was her 
©" Grief, and occaſioned penitential Sorrow. 

However beautiful her Walk might be to 

: * ſhe knew herſelf a Sinner, and con- 


feſſed 


5 
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feſſed ur Sins in Secret. And ſometimes her 


Fears roſe high, leſt ſhe had committed the 


Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. 

In ſome things ſhe may be too ſevere up- 
on herſelf; but the Chriſtian knows his own 
Corruptions, and ſhort Comings in the Ser- 
vice of God, better than he knows thoſe of 
others; which makes ſome pious Souls ſtile 
themſelves the Chief of Sinners. And how 
does the Beſt: in this State of Imperfection 
fall ſhort of the perfect Rule? Even in them 


is there not much amiſs in Acts of Devotion 3 


Are they a ſingle Day wholly free from Vanity 
of Mind in God's Service on this ſide the Grave? 
Is their Time wholly filled up with Duty any 
Day of Life, and no Neglect of any kind? 
They know better; for they ſee themſelves 
Tranſgreſſors. And Tranſgreſſors they are; 
for every Failure in Duty is Sin, a Tranſgreſ- 
ſion 6f the perfect Law of a holy God. O 
| then, how bad are the Wiſeſt and Beſt, the 
Excellent of the Earth, when compared to 
the perfect Rule of the moſt High! And is 
not a deep Senſe of Sin, and hearty Humi- 

liations for it, highly becoming in the moſt 
advanced Chriſtian here on Earth? Let us 


then take a Sketch of the Humiliations of Her 


before us, and ſee whether we may not learn 
ſomething herefrom. This 


.* 
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- This was her mn when about 8 N 


3 Years of Age.“ 


Rt cc Bright Clouds, which I 

oa. 17. 1737. once ſaw frequently, are 
_ _ © now. diſperſed and gone: 
40 Ir 8 hos Star-light with me at preſent, nor 
te indeed it has not been otherwiſe a long 
cc time. But there was a Time when the Sun 
« was almoſt always out; at that Time it 
4 hardly ever clapt in: But I well know the 
* Cauſe, Sin; that dreadful Enemy to my 


Peace. 1 have fell from that Strictneſs in 
e Religion, which I once obſerved ; but it is 
* 4 Mercy that I can truly ſay, that Sin, and 

«the Weight of former Sins, is my greateſt 


« Burthen ; there is nothing which I more 
5 defire, than that God would return to my 
<« poor Soul, and ſpeak kindly to me. Bleſ- 

* ſed be God for Deſires. I bon grieved the 
cc Spirit 


What I have tranſcribed from her Diary is, I think, 
exactly in her own Words, except in — following: 
Has not inſtead of han t. TT LE 

Was © were. 
Added the Word L4 
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9 itt of God terribly. I never read nor 15 
heard of any body's Sins that were liks 

mine, Sometimes I comfort myſelf, and 
* think others have not had the fame, nor 
near ſo violent "Temptations as I have had, 


Ob, I grieve that I have finned, and 
done that which I ought not to have done, 
It is no wonder that my bright Clouds are 
ſcattered. It is now Winter with me, and 


Jam exceedingly cold as to all ſpiritual 
tkings. My Affections are dead to what 


1 were. I could once lift up my Heart 
in the filent Praiſes of my God upon the 
Sight of any. of his Handy-works, as Flow- 
ers, or any thing almoſt indeed that I faw: 
© But now the Caſe is altered z it is, as 1 faid 
before, Winter with me. Lord, aks 


„ 


& of Fleſh : Itisa In that Life was the 


pleaſanteſt then. Though things are bad 


with me, I rejoice in Chriſt, and take him 


for my Saviour. I too have been under 
Grief for fear I ſinned that Sin that is not 


to be forgiven. But I have read and heard; 
| thoſe that have committed that Sin, never 
had any good Thoughts, or Repentance; 


which F am ſure I have had both, though 
I do not think any thing anſwerable to my 


1 * grgat 
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great Sins. It is my great Comfort, ofien 


to me, that I have had good Thoughts. I 


* am forry for my Sins daily, and live in 
“ hopes of Heaven, though I have ſinned 
« ſuch great Sins. I believe I ſhould have 
funk ſometimes under my Burthen, if that 
Text of Scripture had not come into my 
Mind, that he that believeth on me _ 
1 periſh, But have everlaſting Life. 

“ long for Summer (in ſpiritual things, 7 
% mean.) O! I long for a joyful Harveſt. I 
* long to get above the World. O! may Spring 
« appear. O! may Religion bud and blow 


* once more in me. Lord, ſhine forth up- 


«© on me. I once thought I ſhould never 
« deſpair. - I cannot ſay I do now, for I well 
* know the All-ſufficiency of Chriſt to fave 
<< the vileſt Sinner. If at any time I am in- 
&* clinable to fear my State, it is becauſe I am 
afraid that I have committed the unpar- 
donable Sin; but if I periſh, it ſhall be at 
s the Foot of Chriſt; for on him will 1 
e cling while Life does laſt, if God give me 
Grace. I once was in Grief, (Temptati- 


e ons were my Trouble) and it fo pleaſed 


et. God to direct me to that Text of Scripture 


58 which i is in the xliſt of Jaiab, and the 
— 1 e Fear FI mt for. Tam with thee : 


—— 
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te. Br not diſina yed, for I am thy God. TI will 
e thee, will help thee; yea, I will 
< uphold thee with the right Hand of my Righ- 

cc teouſneſs. This was ſettled and imprinted 
te upon my Mind, and the Impreſſion has 
<« hot wore off; for I do firmly believe that 
= God Ew DP his Promiſe. o "XD 


. by * this Day gave my- 
Ofob. 23. a to God: it was with a 
Sabbath-Day. e great deal of Imperfection; 
“ but yet I was fincere. This 
" Day often reſolved to live better; often 
© longed to get above the World; had my 
c Afﬀections. Heaven-wards; had firm De- 
ſires after new Obedience; had Hunger- 
“ ings and Thirſtings after Righteouſneſs this 
Day. Sinned often, and great Sins have 1 
te committed; yet, in the main, this Day 
| | © has been a much more comfortable one 
| „than uſual. Surely God is good: I am 
; unworthy of the leaſt Favour.. Good 
things I reliſhed this Day. God was plea- 
fed to make his Word agreeable to me. 1 
both Morning and Afternoon was ſorry 
-- when the Miniſter had done. It is a great 
hy Mercy that things are ſo well with me this 


gp 0 as ep are, —— I have 
I 2 * done 


* 


8 


* 


L : 
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S 
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% done that which 1 have Reaſon to bluſh 
e and tremble for: But God is good, and 
ready to pardon upon Repentance * 
Faith in Chriſt.” : 
And thus: , 
te Still inclinable to live bet- 
Oftob. 24. © ter. I think fixed in my Re- 
«ſolution of ſo doing, by the 
e Grace of God. I intend once more to 
* keep up to that Strictneſs in Religion which 
<* I did once; and better if I can. O my 
God grant it: It is my Deſire ſo to do.” 
And on the next Day thus: | 
_ © T hope in the fime Mind 
OG. 2 8 as yeſterday; that is, to live 
4 better. Pious Thoughts are 
e now. agreeable, and entertained with a 
« greater: Liking. I find them ſweet to me. 
« Though ſometimes I have vain Thoughts, 
] am enabled to check them by the bleſſed 
_ © Spirit. I well know that they are hurtful 
* to me; and likewiſe that Sin is my greateſt 
Enemy. I am ſure 1 long for the Return 
* of God with earneſt Longing, The Good- 
4 neſs of God is great to me, ſurely the un- 
e worthieſt of Sinners. The World and all | 
ce its Enjoyments are Cheats. O that the 


« © Time * 1 I can deſpiſe the 
8 15 « World; 
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4 World; ha thet I live in it, yet in one 


es Senſe live out of it; that is, have my 


Thoughts, Deſires and Affections continu- 


« < ally in Heaven.” 
In the ame Page, thus: 


1 4 * This Morning was happy in Prayer, to 


« what I have often been. Temptations 


« were not ſo ſtrong. I hope God has be- 
< gun to anſwer my Prayers: Praiſed be his 


Name for it, if he has. My Affections 
< are ſtill too much upon Earth. I fin often, 


«, very often; and by reaſon of my great 
< Sins things often are very dark: and then 


* that comfortable Text of Scripture is 
«, brought, He that believes in me, ſhall be 


eue, bur be that believeth not, ſhall be 
damned, Mark xvi. 16. I never ſhould be 


* in the leaſt fearful about my State; (for I 


« yell know the All- ſufficiency of Chriſt) if 


I did not think I had finned the Sin againſt 
* the Holy Ghoſt; but I will, if it pleaſe. 


c God, lay faſt hold on Chriſt. Dear I x- 
e $ys, thou knoweſt I love thee. Can one 
e that loves thee, and lays faſt hold on thee 


e for Salvation, . periſh ? I hope not ; [ hope 


<« ſtill 1 


9 In 


— —— — * Apts. 5 > 
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In another place, thus: 5 
«© Chriſtmaſs and Sabbath-day likewiſ. 


« Spent this bleſſed Day very. indifferently ; z 


was late abed ; ſpent no time in the Morn- 
ing in reading; a long time a dreſſing; 
talked as I went ta publick Worſhip about 


Trifles; committed very great Sins againſt 


God; I fear, ſinned in many Inſtances; 
am really ſorry; was not ſo ſerious in Pray- 


er as I ought to have been, nor While the 
Word was preached, in the Afternoon 


* eſpecially; did not behave well in ſingin 8 
of Pſalms 3 ſinned againſt my Fellow- 


creatures in my Thoughts. I have deſer- 
ved to be ſtruck dead upon the Spot this 


* Day; but I have been ſpared.” — — 


In other places this is her Language: — 
6 My Sins are ſo great, that ſometimes 


I am ready to fear my State; though could 
I be but ſure the Sin againſt the Holy 


Ghoft was not among thoſe other Sins T 


£ have committed, I ſhould: be at eaſe: for 
T well know t the Mü 1 of Sin. il 


Again: 
« My Sins are like Saler: I am . 


cable; one that deſerves nothing but to be 


rejected of God, and ſent into Hell. I am 


more vile than commonly Perſons are. I 


* am 
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0 41 am n really ſorry T haye acted no better: 


1. Baſe Returns for ſo much Goodneſs. I a 


«have been ſo lifeleſs this Day, ſo entangled 
"I With this Earth, that it is uncomfortable 
uf for me now. 0 this dreadful thing, Sin! 
_ Again: wa 


art notwithſtanding repeated Checks 


ce: b Conſcience, ruſh into 9.88; : It is horrid. 


«c d in me to fin,” 8 
| Again; Ag Y ; 
* 1 have reaſon to bluſh, and greatly trem- 


<«' ble, my Sins are ſo many and great. —Sloth- 


* ful in the Work of Religion. I do my Duty 
„ Neither to God nor Man as I ought ; yet-I 


"am ſpared: I a am on this ſide Eternity: 1 


«have a JE sus, Who is all my Hope to look 
« to. But Iam afraid he is an ended JIE- 
sus; my Sins are moſt horrid, againſt him. 
“ OO this wicked, . deceitful, deſpicable. Heart 
I" mine! Is Sin a ſuitable Return for Mer- 


« cy upon Mercy? No. L have received one 


« Favour after another; been graciouſly pre- 
< ſerved from Harm, yet nothing but Sin do 


«I return. Baſe, Ingratitude] the Kindneſs | 


* of God frequently makes me wonder; 1 his 
* Mercy furprizes my Soul.“ 


T4 — « Riſe 
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46008 Riſe at ſeyen: Pray 
Sept. 16. 1739. = ed, 1 hope, in Faith, 
4 Sabbath-day. 5 1 5 in a low Degree; 
Ee "methodically, | IS | 


no 


S A x 71 Þ® 


5 10 PR but 1 hott W 2 conſidering 


© my Circumſtances. I read a little in the 


f « Bible; did not underſtand ſame Parts of 


— 


© what 1 read, though | 1 believe, if I had 


ce ſtudied more upon it, 1 might have taken 


« jn the Senſe of it better. Did not. medi- 
« tate on what I read at all afterwards, which 


e every Chriſtian on ht to do. Have judged 
** where it would dave been much better, 
„ ſuppoſing they were in fault, to have pitied 
and excuſed. Upon the whole, I think I 
have acted but indifferently this Day : Jar 


been angry, have ſpoke idly,” 


Again: 
pag have promiſed to do. better very 1 


<« quently : Haye, I am afraid, been raſh in 
. promiſing: Have acted wrong; and, Iam 


wr ſure, 1 have performed wrong. I doubt 


- dS 4% m4 


t ing better, I have done it without that hs 
to the Grace of God aſſiſting me, as J 


" ** ought to have had. 1 act inconfiſtent to 
3 « the 
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ec the Chriſtian Profeſſion, I have; not Reſo- 
by * lution SWORE, to be a good Chriſtian, — 
Have behaved very ill 
il. 5. 1740. te this Day; and ſo I do 

_ . NY * every Day of my Life. I 

" have been hearing the great Unkindneſs we 
0 ſhew to God when we ſin; ſhould not I 
4 reckon it very unkind in a Perſon, whom 
be I had beſtowed and heaped Farongs: Upon, | 
= 8 flight and opp 


S ae; - 


my Enemies? I ſhould look. 2 this 
& Yn OL as very unreaſonable, very ill, 
ce But I treat God no better than this: He 
fe . ay me under higher Obligations, beſtows 
1 Favaurs, than what it is poſſible 
10 or any Friend on Earth to do; and yet J 
« fin ſo dreadfully againſt this kind Bene- 
* factor, this glorians Author, of my Happi- 
6 neſs. Sham eful Stupidity! horrid Jngre- 
1 n 22 
Hue finned, and now am 
May 31. *© uncamfortable., Without the 
N _ / Preſence of God, what Chri- 
te ian can rejoice? I belieye the Abſence of 
* God is a Time of Mourning to all good 
« Chriſtians. , I loſe God by finning : My | 
be Unhappineſs is of my own procuring,” 


And 


x 

1 
| 
| 
: 
z 
| 

= 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
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0 on a Sabbath Evening thus 
-I doubt I have ſpent this Day but 


” bene ; have committed, as uſual, 


* grieyous Sins. If under Temptation, I 
“ well know the Devil cannot compe] me to 
« ſin; but my Aﬀent mult be given to the 
« Temptation before the Sin is mine, My 
< Offences are particularly againſt IE SUs; 
of and yet if he help me not, I am undone.” 1 

And at other time: 

-I find little Good in me: On. the 

«contrary, a great deal bad. I indulge 
« Slothfulneſs; lying in my Bed when 1 
< ſhould" be up, and doing for my Soul. I 

© propoſed to riſe earlier, and did for ſome 
ce time; but have left ſo doing, and loſe 1 my 
« time. I am a wicked, fooliſh Creature. 

"ot. 1 I had my Deſerts, Hell would 
now be my Reſidence; and yet is a Savi- 
ce our's Voice ſounding in my Ears. I find it 
* fg Still want Courage and Reſoluti- 
EH The World of late has enſnared me 
« Fich that empty thing, Show, more than 
« as I remember it has done à long while. 
« Every Day I pray to be weaned from this 


e Earth. I wiſh I were ſo. ws heartily with 


CF was the devoted Servant of God. 
* Auguſt 


"Wl 
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836 Ae 4. Poor, unſteady Creature ſtill; 
* yet my Affections ſeem more heavenwards. 
*© ſeem, more inclined towards better Obedi- 
"ence, notwithſtanding. I have committed 
. ſhocking Sins this Morning,” | 
And on a Sabbath, thus: 
1 hope God was with me in my 


ce Morning Exerciſes; but afterwards I loſt 


le. my Comfort by growing more remiſs. My 


Devotion ſeemed frequently to flag. Have 


5 talked too much on worldly things. 
« Have been very intenſe. on what 1 ought 


1 to have left entirely to the Diſpoſal of God. 5 


„ My Affections have (this Evening eſpeci- 
9 ally) been dreadfully on this Earth, This 


cc Evening haye Se back i in ſpir itual things | 


many degrees.” 
But where ſhall I end, if I was to take 


the whole Compaſs of her Humiliations for 
Sin? pf will therefore conclude with this one: 


Ki '——Surely if God ſpare me, it will be | 


05 wonderful Kindnck, a ſurprizing Inſtance 


« of Goodneſs and Love. I with I had a 
* Heart filled with Love and Thankfulneſs 


6e for the ſurprizing Mercies I have received. 


* 4 * Much of my Time has run to waſte, 
And I perhaps am near my Home ; 
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ur 7 But be forgives my Follies paſt, _ 
« He gives me Strength far Days to come. 


_ I am 2 deſpicable Creature ; and wonder 
« T am not cut off in the midſt of my fin- 
<« ning. Jesus is my Rock on which I build. 
I will, if I have Grace and Strength to en- 
« able me, cling to him; that Jesus in 
« whom I truſt, — I'defire to be low i in my 
c gown Eſteem all my Life long, for my no- 
4 torious Sins. Was ever any Mortal's Sins 
ce like mine, that had heard and believed in 
„4 Saviour? But was ever ſuch a Saviour? 
No, no. My Sins exceed all that I ever 

<« heard of; ſo does his Love. God ſent his 
10 Son to ſave us Rebels. Here was Love; 
<« here was ho ng Adored be the 
Goodneſs of God. * Wo | 


Thus we nude ap Picture of an hu ble 
Saint. And what can adorn a renewed Crea- 
ture more, than a deep Senſe of Sin, and 
hearty Humiliations for it? With pou the 


moſt d delights to dwell. F 1 


| 4 T would wht be ae 6d kate that becauſe 
ſome Chriſtians have thought proper to confeſs themſelves 
the Chief of Sinners, and the vileſt on Earth, that others 
are to take their Rules from them ; but that each of us 


ſhould endeavour to have a Proper Senſe of our own Cor- 
 * ruptions 
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And has not the moſt holy Creature upon 
Farth, who walks moſt regularly, Reaſon to 
acknowledge that his Sins are many, great 

and aggravated? Many, as he ſins frequently; 
Great, as every Sin is contrary to the Will of 
a perfectly holy God, and to his perfe& Rule; 
and aggravated, as he in a particular manner 
Has been favoured with Grace and Love di- 
vine: For whence are his high Attainments, if 
not of Grace? The beft therefore may ſtile 
themſelves vile, Creatures laden with Sin, on 
theſe Accounts; though ſuch Sins as theirs, 
are, what ſome People take no account of, 
and are but ſmall when compared to other 
Sins. Then let us, the beſt of us, be quick- 
ned to obſerve with Care our Walk ; to take 
notice of the Frame of our Minds in the Ser- 

vice of God, of our Temper and Conduct; 
that proper Sorrow for Sin may be kindled in 
our Breaſts; our Souls be rouzed to ſeck 
Mercy and Grace with Importunity, and. 
Watchfulneſs be exerciſed by. us daily; to aj 

* 
rupios- —— and, make Confeſſion to our. God according. 


16 b. 1 15 5 e High and Lego 
that. inbabiteth. Eternity, tub ame is Hay; I dwell in 


the high and holy Place; by him alſo that is of a contrite 
au bumble Spirit; to reorve tht Spirit of the umble; am 


to revivi-the Heart of the contrite nes, 
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void every Sin, and to be found i in the Pra- 
Qice of every Duty. A Senſe of Sin, ſuitas 
ble to our Corruptions and Imperfe&tions here 
below, has a happy Tendency to ſuppreſs 
Pride, and keep us humble; to quicken us to 
the important Exerciſe of Prayer, and to make 
us watchful. And ſhall we not eye our daily 
Courſe, and compare ourſelves with God's 
perfect Word, that a deep Senſe of Sin may 
prevail in us, and in a ſuitable manner influ- 
ence us? All are Sinners on this fide the 
Grave. O! let us view our Offences, and 
mourn in ſecret. 
But, let us guard againſt all tas 
Fears; that though we are ſinful Creatures, 
yet if ſincere, we may rejoice in Hope of 
immortal Glory. 
One thing which perplexed TH Mind, : 
who is now free from all Satan 's Suggeſtions, 
namely, the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, ſhall 
| have a few of our Thoughts. And bad ſhe 
her Fears relating to this Sin? then would it 
not be proper for young Converts, when ter- 
rifying Apprehenſions of this kind are apt to 
ariſe in their Minds, to arm theſelves againft 
them with ſuch Thoughts as theſe: Is Pardon 
provided for penitent Sinners? Have great 
Sinners, who have had. their Hearts much 
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ade repented, and obtained Forgive- 
neſs? then what a high Crime, what a Pitch 
of Guilt muſt his be, who can be guilty of 
ſach a Sin that admits of no Pardon Dy ſo 
conſequently of no Repentance * For if Re- 
pentance was poſſible, Pardon would be poſ- 
ſible. The Language of Scripture is, 1 40 
pent, and be converted, and your Sins ſhall be 
blotted out. Then where ſhall we ſtretch our 
Thoughts to find the Crime ? It cafinot be 
with hoſe who defire to be holy, and to do 
the Will of God; for ſuch Softneſs of Heart 
ſure cannot be in the Creature, whoſe Heart 
is impenetrably hard. It cannot be with thoſe 
that are ſorry for their Sins, as contrary to the 
Will of God; for this is one Part of true Re- 
pentance. Then let us look to another 
Quarter, and perhaps we may find it. What 
more likely than thoſe Perſons to be the Cri- 
minals, who have a malicious Temper againft 
Chriſt, prevailing to make them ſpeak of 
his Miracles as falſe, . to prevent his being be- 
lieved in; though favoured with Evidence, 
and have ſome Convictions raiſed -in their. 
Minds, of the Truth of them? _ 8 

My young Friends, whatever Satan. may 
ſuggeſt, you cannot have committed this Sin, 
it you have any Deiges to eſteem Chriſt, and 
to. 


[ 
N 
| 
b 
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to do his Will: Gr this Sin includes in it an 
Averſion to Chriſt. Where would be the ag- 
gravated Circumſtances of this Sin more than 
ſome others, if there was not in it a Heart ſet 
againſt Chriſt, contrary to Diſcoveries of him, 


and ſome Convictions raiſed in the Mind, of : 
the Truth of theſe Diſcoveries ? Then let us, 


who heartily deſire to be the faithful Servants | 


of a crucify'd Saviour, guard againſt ground- 
leſs Fears; and rejoice in the Kindneſs of our 


compaſſionate Lord, who is ready to accept 
of us imperfect N if w we are but * 


cere.“ 


Tages nor to a Scene f ail xeauti- 
ful, chat diſcovers the exalted Scents 
of the young Saint departed, and the Plea- 


| ſures of a religious Courſe. 


Thus ſhe expreſſes herſelf: 
l have of late 

Yan. 10. 1737. © diſliked the Riches of 

* this World. I can now 
te fay that I am not anxious about Riches. 
« My Thoughts are often upwards on ſeveral- 
* Accounts; though they are {till too much 
on Earth. 


® Math. v. 8. Bl td erf the re in Hart: for they 
ſhall ſee * ” ah fr thy 


% 
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This Morning was in a hap- 
Jn 11. © py Frame. God delighted my 
Soul. Seemed at one time to 
N be a little ſure of Happineſs, I find ho 
e Pleaſure to come up to Converſe betwixt 
© God and my own Soul. I find a great' 
* deal of Sin in me ſtill yet J hope I am 
*« ſomething better than I was; I have reaſon 

« to bleſs God for it. 
125 My Heart was "offi 
an. 16. © lifted up while reading; and I 
es ay, that all my Defites 

* centre in God. 


„ Come, Lord, and never - from me go: 
« This World's a darkſome Place : _ 

1% I find no Pleaſure here below, 

« When thou deft veil thy Face.“ 


And in another place: 
Have of late been much taken up with 
the Gaieties of the World. This Morning, 
« I hope my Heart was draw'd/ more to 
* God than ſometimes it has been. 1. can 
« now fay, _ 

«© There's nothing Fond this ae Barth: 

„ That fuits my large Defire: _ 

* To boundleſs Foy and ſolid e 
« « My nobler —_— aſpire. + 


"a Mrs Rowe. 4 Thid: 


cc « That 
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v That is, nothing but Ood can ſatisfy. 

J cannot be ſatisfied with any thing the 

8 bil rv an offer, if 1 were to loſe the Fa- 
bi vour & God. There's N e 
* joy God.” a Ho 
She eee Lines abicl 
ſhe ſays ſhe read, ſhe hopes, with u bheart 
| yy ing the Words of hey Mouth. 


| * all the Monarchs, 256 1 ſupreme 
Hi vids the wide Dominion of this Bal, 

* Should offer each his boaſted Diedem, 

I would not quit thy Favour for them all: 

&« Theſe Trifles with Contempt. IT would refign ; 

« The World's a Toy, white 1 can cal (Hee 


wy mine. | wh , 1 48 


Andi in another Slick ths writes: 

I have Deſires to be dead to the 
<« ory Prayed this 8 7 
* be ſo: Prayed that the World might be 
<© ſubdued, and that God might have all my 
Heart. Tam a vile Creature — 1 have 
A fincere Reſpect for Religion, and what 
e concerns the things of it. 1 with J were 
e better; often have I thought wang bet- 
” - ter, but ncaa... and "I : 

Si An 


* | Mia, Rca 85 = e add 


ci nds ailing timer: {294 7 2 
el have not C Qcurage-and Reſolution 
| 3 Chriſtian; yet I do 
; „think, if I know my on Heart, that I 
1 ©; would-be denied all that is near and dear 
ta me; part with all, with every. thing, 
_ © rather than loſe my God: uw ſtill I 0 
nat. act as hecomes 4 C Chriſtian. . 


* Why uad this Earth delight us:fo?- 

% Hby coul we fix nur Eyes 
« On thee low Graunds, where Sorrows g grow, 
1 Au cu rr * 8 5 


# 
— 


. ; 
* 1 ug fire, L with, des ad all my 
"9 _ A a r | 3% | 


g Be Abe with 
| Mey 19. 174 * Sinceritp write; that I 
et e had rather have any Suf- 
4 ng to Wean me from this World, to be 
* | ns of trying me and refining me, of 
3 " fixing my Affections on the Blefſed Three 

an One, of making me truly ſerious and 


devout, than to enjoy the higheſt Delights 


MN © and Grandeur this World is capable. of af- 


oKs $3 . 2 +; fordin ; 
A Dr. aun, | 85 
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« fording ; and more: eſpecially, when De- 
« light or Grandeur ſtands in the leaſt Com- 

« petition with true Piety, or a regular Courſe 
cc of devout Actions. This, ſo far as I know 
* my Heart, is my Thought. Lord, wean 
« me from this Earth; love me, and have 
6 mercy on me.” 

And after Confeſſion of Sin, the adds: | 
« Yet for all I behave | 
July 27. 1740, e ſo badly, I love my J=- 
av, if I may call him 
«mine. I think I would not part with him, 
< if I have any Intereſt in him, for all this 
World could offer ; and I ſtill will wy hold 
4c on him. I” 
And this the writes of Golfo Lever 8 
God is full of Love. God made 
Man aſter his own Image; made him a 
little lower than the Angels: But not- 
« withſtanding theſe, and many more Fa- 
vours, he ſinned and fell. But was ever 
Love ſo great, fo clearly manifeſted, as in 
ſending his dear Son into the World to fave 
© the degenerate Offspring of that Man, who 
had received ſuch high Marks of God's 
Love? Oh! No, no. I am ſure I have 
the greateſt Reaſon to adore and praiſe that 
God, Who has forbore to ſtrike me, un- 
e worthy 
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"<< worthy me, dead upon the Spot, in the 
" midſt of my Sin and Folly. I have acted 
4 as if I had forgot my future Exiſtence, and 
Relation to Eternity, Lord, may I never 
_ - «forget thy Love to me. Write a Law of 
« Love a: Thankfulneſs upon 592 Heart 
« for all thy Favours,” 

Ki Again; 3 | | 
] have Reaſon to adore my Maker 
© and Preſerver for his Love and Tenderneſs 
to me. I ſee, I am ſenſible, his great 
Love is not to be ama 6 


* Praiſe God from whom all Bleſſings Ar, 
, ' Praiſe him all Creatures bere below: 
.. ©. Praiſe him above, the angelick Ho ft; | 
ec Prat % Father, Son, and _ Ghoſt. 


" Ilie Gad: 1 have all the Reaſon in 
t the World fo todo. I know no body ſuch 
. <<. a Debtor to Love and Praiſe—as I am. 

And ſpeaking of her Sins ſhe adds: 
ret lam -_ 
"Aur 8. -.,, «<P: Love;"os Plly; U 
*««. Goodnels,: tis Compal: 
« ſion beyond al Expreſſion, nay, beyond 
« Thought. I defire ſineere Repentance, 
* and a fm Truſt and Confidence in-Jesvs, 


nie: 11 bn hung 
« Hed and Maſter. . How happy ſhould» I 
be in the Enjoyment of God, if I did not 
s fin in this grievous manner ! One Part of 
„ the Evening the Diſcourſe was ſeribus; 
and I can ſay it e me. — 18 
delightful —— | 
| 1 thus: 
What Obligations 3 God lay 
* me under to be obedient to him ! I onght 
« to give my Time, Health and Strength, and 
my very Life, if called to it. How dees 
* TJesvs, whom 1 have pierced—demand my 
&« Service. am ſenſible of theſe things, 
that my Maker and Redeemer, #nd' the 
« Bleſſed Spirit, ſhould have my Heart, and 
te all. But how contraty do I act? Sin 
* and Temptations are my Burthen.” 1 
And ſpeaking, in another place, of her 
Troubles through Temptation, adds: 
Have been ſupported and delivered out 
* of them. God al ways ſtiewed me à Savi- 
“ our; and inetmed me to go to him. I 
de no lay hold on him by Faith, and look 
e with Pleaſure at Hin. I have reaſon to 
4* he Ag It is in * Book, 
ee i pat 
460 00 7 bebe Bur * * 
: I „ : 
went « Which 


3 


n 9 SS 


© ts + 


ifs; Whichi way ber, Tturn my Nig or Feet: 
2 * 4 r and ahy Go a. * 


3 


- And? -chald. ave the Exprefions, as to the 


x vp 54, # of Religion: 


am ſenſible there's no bong hap- 
< py without being Religious; that chere is 


no true Felicity x without iſtrict Mb 2-4 cloſe 


walking with God“ 

3 another — ie 
—1 love mann herever it aks 
I fincerely love the true 
<« Servants of God Almighty. It is a charm- 
ing thing to be truly pious. I H nO Sa- 
2 but un che EY Mas 15 God. 4 

"Again, chus: 


„With che * ppy Effects 


{A 4 It (that ebnet Pleaſure the Review of 
« it affords) gives high Delight. There is a 
* conſtant Spring of Satisfaction flouis from 
e undiſguiſed Religion. Religion ſaftens the 
„ Temper: It has a Power to charm. 0h 


| '« that I was truly iſo.” T 0 


And of Pleaſure in the cee vfl od 


_ Sigh, this astheriLangnaget | 


* Im truly — and undefring of any 


« out God. I never enjoy mf Ido 


K 4 * not 


* + 
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* not enjoy him. Nothing gives me that 


Content and real Satisfaction as God, and 


« when I have rcaſon to hag | I have «God 


0 C—_—— 


Again: 
a eee ee 


| N er te ble manner, and delighted my 


Soul. He gave me Comfort 
t that the World knew not of, and ſuch as 
e the World could not give. I have ſince 


: - © behaved but very indifferently; - and the 
* World with its Allurements has enſnared 


& s ticular manner indeed. 


1. $US with great Warmth, I hope my 
e Heart is drawn out more heavenyards 0 
4228 it has been. | ney 


N eee 


at bn Sab. 
* bath to my Soul. I find it good to wait 


u upon God. I don't remember to have 


“ been in ſo happy a Frame on a Sabbath- 
. day, I know not when. — the Glo | 


80 has e toa ORs BAM q - 


e This Day God has 
| Feb, 20. 739 e been with me in a par- 


— 


e both there, and after I came home, than 


FT 
1 * \ 
8 ? 2 


of Þ Eternal lu. * 37 
N l, thus: 
* —0 mn Day! 1 may a that 
* this was a happy Day to my Soul. Had 
* a Reliſh for ſacred things almoſt through 
e the Day. O, the Pleaſure of converſing 
* — NE 14-44 
e able-Firaſurs.”:: | 
4 Ann a 
> [Es 8 
Feb. 29. 1739. day. I hope ſpent the 
ad e Afternoon comfortably. 
*The things of Religion ſeemed ſweet to 
«© me, when we were talking of them. My 
© Heart ſeemed to be more heavenwards, 


« it often has been of late.” But even here 
(as uſual) ſhe adds a Complaint againſt her- 
ſelf.” She had a deep Senſe of 1 — 
and was humble. 
I will cloſe her Diary with obſerving, that | 
the Piety of departed Saints may be improved 
to our ſpiritual Advantage. She knew this 
from Experience; for peruſing ſome Papers 
of a pious * after her Death, ſhe thus 
writes: 
os reading Nis Fenn's o Papers have 
Fe given me great Delight ; and they have 
| 7 * been 


O Londen, 


« © been the esd Cauſe of my Actions 
flying up more heabenwards. 1 think 
N T have greater Defites after ſtricter Obedi- 
ence to God than I had. My Love to 
* God riſes higher than it did. My. Affecti- 
* ons ſoar more above this World than they 
te did; and, Oh! may I makeitappear that 
they do, in all my Actions. Lam prone 
** to do evil, —— but God is merci- 
ful, und flow to Wrath; backward to a- 
* * che Wrongs dorie him: But, not- 
wag ing rr pra aramaomgrnt 


* waits him? 
y ts my 8 thee, 
Nada l my chief Delight? - 
ny ure my Thoughts 710 more by Dey. 
u thee, mo more by Night? 
en ou my fel Paſs weve 2 
* Where can ſuch Sweetneſs be, 
8 There zel in thy Lobe, 
ys 82 55 As Thuve found in thee? * SOOT 
oak +. 5. Deſires to be dend to-the World, 
er to be conformed to the Will of (God, and 
to walk ttofely with him. My AFeBiohs 
te are too much on this Earth. Have prayed 
„ this Morning, that thy Affections might be 
be weaned from it; And that che World might 
er be ſubdued, and that God might have all 
« my Heart. 
* Dr. Watts. Thus 


-Wnto * Cloſet, and taken ſeme View of the 
Devotion of her Soul in Retirement. But 
_ what Died in Jon a Ms Ae a: an- 
Beef? ld 5 

7-4; 26 e The far 8 
1 Did the before 
us find-it ſweet to-wait upon God in her Clo- 
et, and taſted Pleaſures that were not in the 
Power of this World to give? What a Call is 
| Here: te os to Irapirove Opportunities for Re- 
| ent? that we may converſe with God, 
and toe of heavenly Joys on this fide the 
Grave, and with delighted Souls proceed in 
che Path to Paradiſe. The Work is noble and 
delighiful to tram ſuct Aﬀalrs with our Maker 
and Lord; to hear him Speak to us by His 
Word am Spirit z and for us to weprefs uf 
Love, and to {tek his favourable Regurds by 
Meditation und Frayer. And ſhall not 2 
engage in the ſacted Work? Is not this Ser- 
viee worthy of the Y oungeſt, and of the Eld- 
eſt, for to employ ctiemmielves in? O, let not 
tlie Devotion of the Cloſet he noglectell; but 
let Prayer and Meditutioh be conftarithy en- 
3 by us with Sincerity and Lit. 
2. This Piſcovery is ſuitedl to heighten in 
a wee for reul Religion, She before us 


knew 
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knew from Experience, that a Life of De- 
votedneſs to God, and Delight in him, was 
- ſuperiot to any other Life. And ſhall not we 
endeavour to walk in all the Commandments 
aid Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs? La- 
bour to be active in God's Service, and to be 
bold and valiant in oppoſing Sin, and in ad- 
vancing Holineſs? that we may live to the 
- Glory of our Maker, have the Light of his 
: Countenance on Earth, and grow meet for 
. his Kingdom The true Chriſtian's own Ex- 
perience of che Excellency of Religion, and 
the Experiences of this left by departed Saints, 
ſhould heighten his Eſteem for that, which is 
thus known to be of great Worth and Impor- 
tance. If, after what God has declared in his 
Word, and the Saints have experienced, any 
will ſlight Religion, it is at their Peril. 
3. This Diſcovery is ſuited, to raiſe our Af- 
fections more from the fading things of Earth 
to the durable Riches of Heaven. She who 
. was young, and in the Bloom of Life, look- 
ed higher for Happineſs than what this World 
could yield. She knew it was a poor Portion 
for an immortal Soul ; deſired to have her 
Affections ſet on better things; and choſe ra- 
ther to be good, and to enjoy her God, than 


to be amongſt the Great of the Earth, ſur- 
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58 with Riches and Honours. Was 
not this a wiſe Choice? And ſhould it not 
rouze us, when apt to have our Affections too 
much on things below? What can an im- 
partial Inquirer find on Earth, that deſerves 
to confine his Affections, and to keep them 
from aſcending upwards? Can any thing be 
compared to the Favour and Enjoyment of 
God? Solomon, that wiſe and experienced 
Prince, who had all that this World can 
yield, pronounced, that under the Sun all. 
was Vanity. And ſhall not we, by ſuch Ex- 
periences, be animated to think more of 
Heaven, to aſpire after Immortality, and to 
our Thoughts mount to the Realms of Para- 
diſe, and reſt ſatisfied with nothing ſhort of 
the moſt High for our P ow Friend and: 
Portion. | 
Happy Souls! who are babes e 
and in the Prime of Life devoted to the Ser- 
vice of their Great Lord. They have choſe 
a good Part; and are Monitors to the Voung, 
to remember their Creator in the Days of their 
Youth ; and to thoſe advanced in Years, to 
put them upon the Inquiry, whether they 
1 made Improvements in Religion ſome- 

_ what proportionable to their ſanding in 1 
ine- 


3 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Vineyard. Hee lune yoong enn Met 


bright; and do I ſhine brighter (may the ſe- 
nior Chriſtian ſay)  proportionable to my: 
Vears; or thaugh I am. much older, have 1 
my Knowledge, Faith and Love, Piety and; 
Virtue, but a little ſuperior to theirs? Is not 
here a Leſſon to animate us to be importunate 


in Prayer for the Influences of the Bleſſed 
Spirit, and to take pains that we may ſhine 


in the Chriſtian Life, — * 
on, as we advance in Days. W ei 

One ching more, and I — ( ; 
(But this was her Infirmity.) She — 


very timorous Diſpoſition with regard to Ap- 


pearances from another World. Some time 
ago a Relation was talking with her upon 
that Subject, and ſpoke to this Effect: What 


Reaſon for Fear? Does not the moſt High 
; govern the World? * Suppoſe ſuch a thing as 


ppearances from an inviſible State; ſhall a 
Spirit * ſent from thence, (or ſuffered to 


came) and take a human Ferm, withqut an 


Affair of Importance requires it? And ſhgll. 
— | 
 ange 


y de word Ape .do-not.underſiand aDegial of; 
PE TTny - 


1 that n . n in gur 
Days. . | 


tance — "_— aN way oy 
| Governor of the World ſees; beſt d She re- 
True; but how can one get ouer it? 

dor Creatures we all are on this ſide * 
Grawe! What Feats ariſe in the Mind from 
one or other Quarter? Can eren thoſe who.) 
are freeft from every Fear that bas : 
attending it, fay, that nothing of — 
ing Fear ſtill remains? that they have as 
much Boldneſs, Courage and Reſolution in 
the Matters of their God, as they ought or 
and watch, depending on divine Grace, that 
unbecoming Fears of every Kind may vaniſh, 
| 2 hat we yr AEDT e 
——— ide laſt of all, — 
to View: Mortality, and Death, and. che 
_ Grave are tlie Subjects of it. "Phe Taberna- 
che of that Soul before us, tho but a little above 
twenty-one Years ſtanding, can bear up no 
longer: A burning Fever overpowets ;"it lan- 

guiſhes,; it dies. The Spirit bids fare well, 
and the Building falls to mix with cam- 
mon Duſt, 10 he covered oer with. the Clads: 
2 e in the Grave* 
One 
* Let chis bring. 42 qur Minds departed Frienk. that 

we may be ſuitably affected with the Change Death makes; 


and prepare to put off theſe our Tabernacles, which are 
R 12 too. 


1 . 


. Ee 8 <P bee; 
One Week the Building flouriſhes, yields 


1 1 
Continuance: The next, the Enemy to Na- 


ture (though a Friend to Saints) approaches z 
unfits the Houſe of Clay for the Soul's Reſi - 
_ dence; which makes it wing its way to a di- 
ſttant Region, and leave W — be- 
hind unanimated, deſolate. Awful Change! 
inſtead. of ſprightly — unactive the y 
Building lies: the ſparkling Eyes are cloſed; | 
the Cheek and roſy Epe; and all 
che graceful Form, and every pleaſing Fea- 
ture, ſunk in Death. And now the Tomb is 
thought on, to bury in Silence that very Ta- 
bernacle, which, but a few Days paſt, with 
Pleaſure was beheld. On * Wedneſday flou- 
riſhing, on + Monday LETS 
ed with Mortality. y 
I Agreeable to this Scene, I ſhall tranſeribs 
a 1 of — min 


1 Nor. 12. + Nov. 17. 1 
7 — that I add not any Expreſſions 
* ickneſs, and laſt Moments of Life. What 
ein I ſay ? for on the Sabbath Evening it was expected 
her Cold and feveriſh Diſorder would ſoon be removed, 
(as I have been informed: But on the Monday Morn- / 


ing her Fever heightens, her Senſes ſeem to fail her; 
N and has Cann to the Evening, and then dies. 
This I may fay, Happy for her that ſhe improved her 
oye tes ren Grace, PE RIES 


| « with common Duſt. 


be 


60 
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Säle! to. be written for private Uſe, and to take 
its Riſe from an Obſervation of funeral Pomp. 


K is entitled, 4 Proſpelt of Mortality. 
This Evening, as I was walking to my 


Home, Scenes of Mortality opened to my 


cc View. Wax Tapers ſpread their glimmer- 


ee 
= adorned with F eathers, and ſhining with 


« 


4 


s cc 


ing Light to direct the Way of a Carriage 


Heraldry, to convey a decayed Tabernacle 


to the Chambers of the Dead; attended by 
ſeveral in a fable Dreſs, with ſnowy Scarves, 


«Kt ſupport the Pall of their deceaſed young 


© Friend, and to ſee his Remains mixed 


I beheld the funeral Pomp: But hardly 


did this Scene diſappear, but another of the 
_ fame Nature opens; freſh Tapers move to- 
; wards: me, and diſcaver a ſable Hearſe 
with bending Plumes of white Feathers, to 
convey another decayed Houſe of Clay tc to N 
the melancholy Tomb. 

FThus Death ſpreads its Vickories! Huf- 
band, Friend, arid Brother, are removed in- 
< to Eternity, and their Bodics covered over 


L i: 500. On 


and Heay * did r not leave this den Affair to a Dy- 


in bed de done then. | TY, 


t is an awful Thought, hat the Creaturè, who neg- 


lects to prepare for Death in time, muſt to all Eternity 


ſuffer the Wrath of an angry God, lament a loft Saviour, 
a loſt Heaven, and a loſt Soul. 


* 
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with the Clods of the Valley. And of 
hat Mould is my Body 


that is now ani- 
e mated, and like a Flower flouriſhes? Juſt 
& the ſame with thoſe which are turning to 
« Corruption: They appeared gay and bloom- 

* ing once (perhaps but a few Days ago) but 
** now are nipt; eut off from the living, and 


placed in the ſolitary Grave. And is it re- 
ally true, that my Body is is of the fame 


« Mould ? then it is liable to Corruption ; 5 
“ muſt wither, fade, and die. 


And ſhall 1 be proud of a dying Body? 
- 4 of a Piece of Clay, 


Which is ſhortly to be 
* intombed, and to moulder ; in the Duſt ? 
Further, © - 

„Shall I be fond of any earthly Enjoy- 


« ments, which periſh with the uſing, and 
* which I ſhall ſoon be ſeparated from? Is 


© this reaſonable, to have my Affections ſet 
* on earthly things, which in a little time I 


', © ſhall enjoy no more? Rather ſhould 1 ſet 
- * light by them, that I may be willing to 


part with them at my Maker's Call. In- 


deed, carthly Poſſeſſions help to make 


& Life's Journey agrecable and pleaſant ; > | 


therefore, for them it becomes me to be 
truly thankful, and I ſhould admire the 


* Goodneſs of my bountiful Beniefaftor. But 
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« on them as fading, to have my Aﬀeions 


e looſened to them; that when I and they 
« are called to part, I may with Compoſure 
* and Chearfulneſs bid them all adieu. This 
« is acting a reaſonable Part. But further, 
When this Tabernacle is taken down, 

% and I am diſpoſſeſſed of every earthly 


4 “ Good, what will become of my Soul? It 
« js to ſubſiſt for ever; and ſtands in need of 
< ſpiritual Bleſſings ſuited to its Nature, in 


te order to ſubſiſt happily for ever. And 
< what are theſe? the Favour and Preſence 
e of God: To have him for our Portion; 
* without which, Happineſs is impoſſible. 


| 5 Then certainly my great Concern ſhould 


be, to have that Being for my Portion, 
© whe is the Fountain of Life and Bleſſed- 
© nes. Him ſhould I eſteem above all; 
« prefer his Favour to Life, and deſire and 
© labour to pleaſe, And to all ſuch who do 


* fo, God will be a Portion for ever. So that 


5. the Happineſs of the Righteous is ſecure, 
© What is a Means of ſeparating the Sin- 
«© ger from his deareſt Com forts, and depri- 
00 ving him of all his Happineſs at once; is a 
* Means of advancing the Saint to Paradiſe, = 
11 " where. 


1 48 25 Cbriflionity 


Fs where the Favour and Preſence of his God 
„ ſhall yield Joy and Pleaſure ilprakable, 
30 and full of Glory... 
« Then fit light to Benth; "have thy Heart 
* « ſet upon having God for thy Portion; and 
then Death will be thy Friend, and Hea- 
ven thy everlaſting Home.” of ani 


But to proceed: , _ 
Do we ſee the Young A drop off like 
beautiful Flowers? Behold them i in all their 
Prime cut off by Death? And ſhall not 
our Affections be damped to Earth, who 
have ſuch moving Scenes frequently be- 
fore our Eyes, and who ourſelves are 
ſhortly to bid adieu to all the Splendor 
and Enjoyments of this World, and to fink 
into the Grave? O let us learn to die; for 
Death! is certain, and very much depends up- 
on our e prepared for the awful Seaſon. | 


7 FP | 


WW 25 Forte wh 2 Death ' comes 
He ſpreads his Conquęſis round this ;ſpaciousGlebe; 


And levels Youth and wy with the Duſt.“ 
| 7 ramples 


* 41 xiv. "Fr" Man- is of few Days—he 3 
forth like a Flnoer, and is cut down : he fleeth alfo a as a 


5 hadow,. and continueth not. 
vii. 1. I there not an appointed Time to Man "a; 


Harb ? Are not his Days Yo like the * of .an Hire 
lug 4 : 


N Eb, bal Hig 149 
Tr Ne on 3 caſts from the Throne. | 
The pompous Prince, and all bis Ghry ſtains. 
"Nobles and Slaves, the Aged and the Young, 
Mis Warrior meet, and ' fall a Prey to Death. 
| But though he. triumphs over feeble Clay, 
We Souls immortal: Here all bis Power fark. 
But whither ſhall we ſtretch our Thoughts to find 
The Spirit, gone, di fant, with us no more? 
To vaſt Eternity,* i in Heights of Bliſs, 
Or funk. in Depths of Woe unutterable. | 
And this leads our Thoughts upwards, to 
; rake a Glance of our pious departed Friends 
| within the Veil. 4 1k 
From us they are gone; and their well- 
| forked: Tabernacles lie broken in the Duſt. 
And though this gloomy part, Death and the 
Grave, ſhould put us in mind of our own 
| Mortality, and deaden our Affections to the 
things of Time and Senſe; yet we ſhould not 
dwell too long upon this diſmal Scene, in- 
dulge Melancholy, and refuſe to be comfort- 
eld but refreſh our Spirits with the pleaſing 
Views of their Advancement. - Think (let 
us indulge the Thought) that they are now. 
free ary every thing that has a Tenden- 


Os = bs cy 


5 Matth. xxv. 46. Theſe ſhall go away. into everlaſting 
: eu (ſpeaking of the Wicked at the J — 
Day) but the Righteous into Life eternal. 
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cy to give any Uncaline6, or reflect the 
leaſt unhappy Gloom; their Sins and Sor- 
rows come to a full Period; and that now 
they have ſet footing on the ſacred Shores of 
Paradiſe, their Felieity is uninterrupted. Be- 
held them in the bright Manſions ( prepared 
for them by IS us, their Lord and Saviour) 
employed -in noble Services; worſhipping 
with cireling Angels, and adoring Crouds. 
View them, adorned with Wiſdom, and 
Holineſs, and Love, feaſting on ſublime Plea- 
ſures; Joys, ariſing from the Diſplays: of a 
Father's and a Saviour's Grace and Affection. 
O how exalted are their Ideas in the upper 
World of Vifion! How is the Mind evlarg- 
ed, capable to take in divine Diſcoveries with» 
out the leaſt Miſtake! What Diſpoſition 
there, to every noble Action! How ſwift for 
Service! and with what Delight do they per- 
form their Lord's Commands! What Thought 
can take in the Felicity and Bleſſedneſs con- 
tained in theſe Words? In his Preſence ts. Ful. 
nefs of Foy, and at his right Hand are Plea- 
ſures for evermore. 

Thus let us bury our Sorrows. (on account 
of the mortal Part of pious Friends) in the 
Views of Immortality; remember where they 
de, and how — 7 happy now * 
have — States. 


of B Baal e - "Th 


It we could heat their Voice from yonder 
Word: of Bli6, how ſweet. would be their 
| Accents? Take a faint Thought to repreſent 


the Language of a Saint On to mourn- 
ing F riends on Earth, 


0 My Friends, my dear Companions when 
below); Stretch out your Thoughts to Pa- 
* radiſe, and view my departed Spirit in this 
| 2 Region, bee from dull Mortality 
* and every, Shadow of Uneaſinefs, No 
Gloom is ſeen to attend theſe holy Walks; 
<< all here is calm, ferene When a So- 
<« journer with you below, how: fetter d and 
* uneaſy? But now am free, vigorous and 
c active. Happy Alteration! ſurmounting 
all your Thoughts. Now all my Clouds 
4 Ignorance are diſperſed. and every Sor- 
« row gone: They ſunk, they vaniſhed, 
« when Death diſlodged me from my Tabet- 
« nacle; and that though in Ruins lies, ls 
* ſafe in Je$sus's Hand waiting a glorious 
fNeſurrection: and I am entered within the 
Walls of the New Fer«/alem, and atm at reſt 
s in a celeſtial Manſion, Here I have ex- 
e alted Ideas and Sentiments, am filled with 
« Knowledge, made perfect in Holineſs, and 
$1 have * ſublime; am at the Spring- Head 
wolf} L4 8 
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of Felicity, being in the Prefence"of my 

God and Saviour. How refreſhing! bo. 
delightful is my Father's Favour and 
Maniſeſtations in this pure State! where 


e nothing comes to interrupt Enjoyment. 
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And how noble! how excellent! are the 
Services that I with my harmonious Com- 
panions engage in before the Throne! 

« Our whole Aſſembly have delightful | 


- 3» 2 


Views of JesUs; and melodious Praiſes | 
flow from each Breaſt fired with Love, to 
him who loved us, and waſhed us from 


our Sins in his own Blood. Hallelvjahs ! 
tranſporting Hallelujahs! eccho through 
this glorious Region. And can you wiſh 


me back from all this Felicity? Are you 
ſorry that I am here in this delightful 


World? No! I am ſure you loved me too 


well to be ſorry that I am happy, that 1 
am crowned with Bliſs: But my being ab- 


ſent from' you affects you. This Thou * 


occurring, my Friend is gone; reflects a : 
* diſmal Gloom over your Minds, and Tears 
of Sorrow fall: But why ſhould you 


weep ? Was it not neceſſary that I' ſhould 


be parted from you below, before my Ar- 
rival at this State of Perfection? To be 
wich you, and to * you too, cannot be. 


„ Then 
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* you. * Lam now where I defired, and ho- 


* pech and longed to be; when a-Stranger 

. Ha * vou. Now J am at home; have my 

| iſhes compleated ;. all is well with me; 
605 a will: be eternally ſo. Then dry 1 
t every Tear; bury your: Sorrows in the 
„ pleaſing Thoughts of the Happineſs my 


« heavenly Father has conferred on me, and 
te that (whatever Loſs you think you may 
have ſuſtained) all he does is well. | 

Think where I am, and long to be in 
Paradiſe; and with Vigour purſue tlie glo- 

rious Prize; for the Joys of Immortality far 
“ outweigh every earthly Good. Raiſe ycur 


* 
Lay 
72 


Views, your Expectations to this celeſtial 


«State's. perſevere in the Path of Holineſs 
“that leads to it, depending on the Merits 
<..of Jxsus; and then when you finiſh Life's 
$6 Journey, and ſet footing on this ſacred 
. Shore, O! what tranſporting Diſcoveries, | 
But wait with Patience. 
And is this Heaven? Bleſſed Spirits, who 
reach this World of Light! Happy for ever; 


happy all our Friends, who ſleep in-Jesvs; 
they are in the Preſence of their God and Sa- 
viour within the Veil; and there they all * 
pear adorned with radiant ie 


But 
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- * Then ſortow not that I am removed from 
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lace ?. 8 mighty Saviour has pur 
ed it, and opened Heaven's Gates for all 
— 
fandifed them, and made them meet for the 


e Ep in he Pre of thr King. 
| beg... Joys 


| Fear and Trembling 


|: — came the ſhinio g Rank which 
in yonder World, — that Fa. 


his faithful Servants. Divine Majeſty 


rich Inheritance: And has, though not on 
account of the leaſt Merit in them, but of 
his rich Grace in Cnuz1sT Jesvs, advanced 


them to all this Glory, and put them in 
— Jay.P: j #65. 6-1 


1 Take Win my Thought ; furmount this duſty 
Ground; 


2 ic b Empyreal Space of. Bliſs Neben 
Behold the ſparkling Crowds adoring, fall 


| Before the Throne bigh rear'd, coleflial. 


Angels and Spirits loud Hallelajabs fing 


» Epheſ. ii. 8. B 1 ye et. tro Faith 
and that not of your; ves: 'it is the Gift of God. 
| But js it not plain, on the other hand, e. 


a a mere Machine, but a free Agent? 


; Tim. vi. 11, 12, —Fullau after a5 7576. 


fabe the good Fight of Faith, lay hold on eternal Life. 
, —Work. out your own Salvation 0 J 


Phil. ii. 12, 1 
fir it is God that worketh i in gau, both 
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Promis 4 Rept. Il 


Race that is ſet befere us. 


Heb. x. 36. Fur ye have need of Patience; that after 
ye * done: the Will of God, ” * receiue 2 Promiſe. 
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of Eternal * 


i. ofs ine fable riſe in every Breaſt. 
Survey ws Scene, run well,. wait fr the 


+ 1 Cor. ix. 24. . ES 1 
a Heb. xii. 1. And let us run wit Patience the 
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